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Mr. NORVELL, on leave, introduced a bill making cer- 
tain grants of public lands, and for other purposes ; which 
was read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, ou leave, introduced a bi'l ta estab- 
lish the otlice of surgeon general in the Navy, and to con- 
firm certain claims to land in Louisiana between the Red 
river and the Sabine, derived from Spanish grauts, &e.; 
which were severally read twice, and referred. 

Mr. MORKIS, frem the Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the Uouse for 
the relief of Simeon Moss, 

The bills from the House making temporary provisions 
for the comfort and support of the lunatics of the District 
of Columbia, and relating to the Orphans’ Court of Alex- 
andria county, in the District of Columbia, were severally 
read twice, and referred. 

The bill to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants in the United States, was 
read the third time; when 

Mr. TIPTON called for the yeas and nays on the ques- 
tion. He went as far as he thought he ought to goin voting 
for the printing of so large a number of the copies of the 
Senator’s report ou the subject; and on reading this report 
since, le regretted thathe had not at once risen and raised 
his voice against the measure. He wished the yeas and 
nays to be taken to see what Senators would vote for mak- 
ing a grant to encourage a particular kind of industry; and 
if they introduced a precedent of this Kind, they might 
hereatter be asked fora grantto his constituents to encour- 
age them to caltivate the Red river cotton which would be 
so much more profitable than their present products. He 
Was opposed te the whole process trom first to last, and did 
not believe that Cougress lad a right to make a grant for 
such purposes. Mr. ‘I’. observed that this kind o1 encour- 
agement toagdcultural industry had been given belore and 
failed to effeet the object; and instanced the sale, on a 
long credit, to certain French emigrants, of a large body of 
the finest lands iu his State, to encourage tie cultivation of 
the vine and the olive, and the late grant to certain Polish 
exiles, both of which had resulted in mere speculation. 

Mr. MORRIS made some remarks in opposition to the 
DIL, contending that Congress had no right to make a dona- 
tion of the public lands for the encouragement of any 
Species of industry. 


Mr. LINN observed that this bill was just as defensible | 


the grauts by the Goverument of the United States to the 
State of Ohhio—the national road—alter expending $1 ,000,- 


000 on it, and certainly as defensible as the giving the public | 


lands to the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Utinois for the 
purpose of opening a canal. Let the gentlemen from In- 
diana and Ohio turn their eyes to the bogs, mangrove 
thickets, aud pestilential swamps of southeru Florida, that 
nobody would have, and that were so worthless that one 
of our distinguished generals (General Jesup) was forgiving 
them up, and abandoning them tothe wild Cidians, and say 
Whether he would not give them tothe man who is will- 
ing to go upon them, and risk his life to improve them, and 
render the adjacent Goverunment linds valuable, on condi- 
tion that he succeeds in his undertaking. We all know 
{said Mr. L.) the value of Dr. Perrine’s services, and that 
he incurred many dangers and great hardships, and faith 
fully carried out the instructions of the Seeretary of the 
Treasury in collecting valuable seeds and plants, and that 
he was the only ove of our foreign consuls who did. The 
DIN was well guarded, and the memorialist could get no 
tite until he performed all the conditions required of him, 
in default of which he would forfeit the land. Dr. Perrine 
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played by his friends on the right and left (Messrs. Coay, 
of Alabaina, and Morris] against this bill, These geatie 

men tuked about constitutional objections, aud seemed to 
be frightened at something new. Why, the principle (Mr. 
S. said) was as old as the Government itself la Loutsi 

ana the Goverument had made donations without augiber, 
and so, also, in all other new States, and this, tov, without 
the slightest obstacle to be found in the Conu-titution. 
What did that instrament say? Why, * Congress shali 
have power to dispose of and make ail needsul rales and 
regulations respecting the territory aud other property of 
the United States.”? Dispose of it how?) Why, as Con 

gress pleased. We have exercised the power (said Mr. 3.) 
of disposing of the public domain as we pleased in one un- 
broken series of prevedents from the formation of the Gov 


ernment to this time; and we have granted it to citizens |) 
of the States, to corporate institutions, and for county sites. 


The object of this bill was highly meritorious. [ft gave 


a township of worthless land to an individual who was || 
| Willing to risk his life in opening new sources of agricul 


tural industry, and thereby promoting the agricultural in 


| terests of the country, and bringing into market lands that 


have hitherto been deemed worthless and uainhabitable. 
He was gind to see that the Agricultural Committee which 
had hitherto been so much out of view had come forward 
with so interesting a report, and this circumstance augured 
favorably for the prosperity of his favorite interest. 
confessed he would have liked the bill better if the town- 
ship granted was to be given out a section at a time as it 


| was rechtimed and brought into cultivation, but he was 


gratified to vote for the bill as it was. ‘The grant, low 
ever, was not without some consideration, and a valuable 
one, for it was all itiportant to encourage the settlement 
ofa white population in a region that was now the hiding 
place of the wild Lndian. ‘Tue expense of the very medt- 


He | 


| cine consumed by our soldiers, who were emploved in the | 
| siekly swamps of Florida, would amount tajnfinitely more 
than the real value of the township that was to be granted, 


Mr. LINN returned bis thanks to his excellent friend 


| from Arkansas for the able manner in which he had come 


asked for nothing but the fens, bogs, and worthless swamps | 


of Florida; and the bill exeepted even the timber lands, 
town sites, ag! everything that was valuable. Mr. L. could 
see nothing in the bill calculated to excite the apprehen- 
sions Which gentlemen had thought proper to coujure up. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, had one objection to this prop- 
Osition. It gave a bounty to a certain description of agri- 
cultural industry not given to others, and he Was not aware 
there was any such power vested in Congress by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. He recollected, some years 
ago, when the subject was agitated in Congress, that he 
was of the opinion that it was not in the power of Congress 
to give a bounty to encourage manufactures ; and he should 
like to know how Senators who entertained the same opin- 
ious could support this bill. ‘This proposition went far be- 
youd any of the kind that ever had been passed by Con- 
gress. By the bill for the encouragement of the cultivation 
of the vine and olive the French emigrants were to pry for 
tHe lands granted them, though they had a liberal credit. 
Tt was the same thing with the unfortunate bill for the ben- 
efit of the Polish exiles. But this bill did not propose that 
the grantees should pay one dollar, 
to Dr. Perrine and his associates, and he saw no power in 
the Constitution to grant it. 

Suppose a proposition came here from other citizens of 
the United States fora new experiment by which some 
great good was to be effected, by cultivating something 
else than tropical plants: would it not be as much enti- 
ued to a favorable consideration as this? The Senator 
from Missouri talked of the worthless character of the lands 


It was a perfect bounty | 





in southern Florida—the pestitential swamps, mif®grove | 


thickets, &e.,of which he (Mr, C.) had no certain iuforma- 
tiou—but this land had wot vet been surveyed; and tiere- 
fore the quality of all this laud could not be known with any 
certainty 5 so that, for aught he knew, the grantees might 
select a township valuable evough for the cultivation of 
Sea Istand cotton. Mr. C. was not willing to place on the 


tothe rescue. But his friend was mistaken in one thing. 
His objection was already provided against in the bill. By 
it Dr. Perrine would not get a patent for an aere till he 
satisfied the Government that be had settled on it and got 
it in cultivation. The reason why Dr. Perrine wanted 
the whole township vow was because it might be ten or 
fifteen years before the Government would think it worth 
while to survey such valueless lands. Mr. f. bere stated 
the services of Dr. Perrine, and the trouble and diffi 
culties he encountered in procuring valuable seeds and 
plants; and there never was, in his opinion, a more mer 
iterious claim than that now presented to the considera 
tion of Congress. 
and what did the bill propose to give him? Why. fens and 
bogs, and mangrove thickets, that everybody who knew 
anything about it said were utterly worthless. ‘There was 
no ignorance on the subject; geograpliy, history, and 


but pestilential swamps aud impenetrable thickets, infested 
by every species of noxious reptile and wild beast. If gen- 
Hemen entertained such strong constitutional objections, 
why did they not urge them yesterday when the bill was 
susceptible of amendment?) They might have required 
payment of the lands, and have asked twenty-five cents 


from being an absolute donation; but to attack the bill 


purpose to destroy it. As his triend trom Arkansas ob- 
served, it was but lately that the agricultural tuterest had 
any attention paid to it in either House of Congress, and 


it would not be his fault if more attention was not paid to | 


| it tn future. 

Mr. NILES made some remarks in opposition to the bill 
in its present shape; when 

Mr. KING wished to state to his friend from Missouri 
that as the bill stood he could not vote for it. He did not 


his triend tu move to recoumit it, with a view of its being 
brought in again in a more perfect shape. 

Mr. LINN declined recominitting the bill, and expressed 
the hope thatit would pass as it was. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading—yeas 25, nays ll, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Linu, Lumpkin, Me- 
Kean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Prestou, Rob- 
inson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Trotwer, Wall, Webster, 
and Young-—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, King, 
Morris, Niles, Pierce, Strange, ‘Tipton, White, and Wil- 
liaims—tL1. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 13, 1838. 


Petitions were, on leave, presented by Mr. INGHAM of 
Connecticut, Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, and Mr. 
HOWARD of Maryland. > 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims, reported a joint resointion in favor of Mary Shep- 
| herd and the other heirs of Captain Frederick M. Beil, 


—— 


stajute-book a principle of this kind, so entirely indefensi- || deceased ; which was ordered to a third reading to-day. 
ble by anything to be found in the Constitution, or any- 
where else. 


Mr. SEVIER was somewhat astonished at the zeal dis- 


} 





Mr. CALHOON, of Keatueky, from the same commit- 
tee, made a minorily report on Senate bil giving effect to 
the eighth article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain: which 


What was the return to be made bim, | 





everything else tells you that southern Florida is nothing | 


an aere, or some small consideration to prevent the grant | 


now when it could not be amended was something like a | 






think that it was well worded, and therefore suggested to | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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was committed to the same Committee of the Whole having 
sharge of the bill. 

Mr. MeK AY, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported, without amendment, Seaate bill te settle the con- 
struction of Gre act regubiting the pay of paymasters inthe 
Army of the United States, 

Vr. McK. also reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
fur the rehef of the heirs of General Wiltham Eaton. 

Mr. MeK. also reported a joint resolution authorizing 
the authorities of the city of Savannah, in the State of 
Georgia, to reopen certiin streets that nid been inctosed 
by the coustraction of the works of Fort Wayne; which 
was read twice, ; 

Mr. OWENS then appealed to the indulgence of the 
House to act upon this resolution at onee. It was, be said, 
of very great importance to some valuable linprovements 
contemplated, and now in course of progress, by the city 
ef Savannah. ‘The property through which these inclosed 
streets passed Lad been conveyed to the United States for 
the purpose of erecting the fort; but that work having been 
altogether abandoned, the property was of no use whatever 
to the Government, but would be of great advantage toghe 
city, as well as tothe United States itself, from the ie. 
provements that would be made upon it. He therefore 
hoped the House would assent to his motion, and he moved 
the engrossment of the resolation. 

The House did assent, nem, dis., and the resolution was 
ordered to be read a third time this day on further motion 


| of Mr. Owens. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval Afftirs, 
reported the following resolation; which was concurred int 

Whereas the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
referred copies of letters, documents, aud communications, 
called for by a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 7th af December hast, in relation to the delay of the 
sailing of the exploring expedition, with instructions to 
investigate the causes of delay, &e., hate selected such 
parts thereol as in their judgment may be material in such 
investigation; ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause the same to be arranged 
in chronological order, with an index designating the name 
of the author of each paper, and of the person to who it 
is addressed, with its date; and when the same shall be so 
arranged and prepared, he is required to cause the usaal 
number of copies to be printed. 

Resolved farther, That the Clerk cause the remainder of 
said copies, the same having been rejected by the said com- 
mittee 48 Munecessary to be printed, to be in like manner 
arranged, indexed, and bound, and preserved among the 
documents of the House. 


FRENCIL SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a resolation proposing to set apart Saturday next, 
atter Ut o'clock, for the consideration of the Freneh spotia- 
tion bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay it on the table, but eub- 


sequently withdrew the motion, and the resolution was re- 
jected without a division. 


PEACE SOCIETIES. 


Mr. LEGAREB, from the same committee, made a report 
on the subject of a number of memorials referred to that 
committee from the Peace Society of New York and 
others. 

Mr. HOWARD, under instractions of the committee, 
moved to print 10,000 extra copies of this report. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objecting to this motion— 

Mr. HOWARD moved a suspension of the rule; which 
Was agreed to—ayes LOL, noes wot counted. 

Mr. CUSHING concurred in the motion to print, as well 
as in the ability of the réport as a state paper, but without 
assenting to all its views. 


TEXAS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the same coinmittee, made the 
following report; which was read: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred suniiry executive communications and resolutions 
of Stue Legislatures, together with numerous petitions 
and memorials relating to the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, presented at the late and present sessions of 
Congress, report: 

That there is now no proposition pending in this House 
either for the admission of the republic of ‘Texas, as a 
State, into the Union, or for its territorial aunexation to 
the United States. 

The committee do not deem it advisable to recommend 
any action on the part of the House of Representatives cal- 
culated to prejudge any such proposition, should it here- 
afier be formally submitted for decision, or to forestall pub- 
lic sentimentin relation thereto. In consideration whereof, 
the following resolution is reported : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the whole sub- 
ject, and that all the papers relating thereto, and to them 
referred, be laid on the table. 

Mr. CUSUING called for a division of the question so 
that it might be taken first upon that clause of the report 
which proposed to discharge the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. He dissented from the report, and intended, be- 
tore he sat down, to move a recommitment, with a view 
to have the subject more deliberately and argumentatively 
presented to the House. It was due to the country and 
the subject. The preamble says there js no proposition 
before tne House. ‘This might, in strict technical parlia- 


mentary language, be correct, as there Was no motion oF 
resolution pending in the House for the annexation of 
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Texas; but Mr. C. denied that this was in substance correct. 
Three States of the Union, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mis- 
sisippi, have paseed resolutions in favor ot the adinission of 
"Texas into the Unton; and of twoof the States, atieast, the 


resolutions hnve been pre-ented tore and are in the posses 
. of the Thoase. to addition to which Texas hersel/ 
| directly applied to the Unired States for admission. 
This proposition was] 2 now aud in toree, and was 
n is the bate reportotu eoretary of State would seem 
t mint nirnwn tf m the coguizance ot this Gov 
éittimeut 

Hy the late intelligenee from Texas, the Senate of that 
republic bh distit ly retused to withdraw the application. 
Meony centiomen might think that this proposition was 
Within the coguizance of the Executive only. as in the first 
inet but he maintained the eoutrary most poritlively, 
Cougs the Hitive, the people of the United States, were 
Hider oo) obligations to wait to such a matter for the ini 
liation of the Executive in regard toit. The Representa 
iy tthe people have the same power and right to act 
Hponttin the initiation. Tle might not be disposed to do | 
sight It was the duty of the House to see to the rights and 
biterests Of the people upon this vital question. ‘The Con 
ruitution dees net give to the Executive any power to ad 
mii vew States. It ls for Congress to do it, so lar as power 
resides anywhere, Let Congress, let the House spe ak, and 
epeuk out to the country and the world. Furthermore, | 


three ol 
have 


thie 


the States, Ohio, Michigan, and Massachusetts, 

ent bere resolutions solemuty remonstrating against 
Annexation of Texas It was due to those three States, 
ai®), tocapress an Opinion promptly upon the subject. It 
was dite to thousnnds upon thousands of petitioners, whose 
petitions on this subject load the table, to express an opin 


fo They nek i they demand it; they have aright to 
il low long te this Llouse to fold itself in the mantle of 
fte dignity ; Coog ieell upin dullness ; refusing to utter 
ite opin up ing opinion and debate; disdaining, 
twere.to t the people fairly, in the light of day, 
mania nd honestly, as becomes their Representatives ? 
Mr. ©. tieisted npon the duty of the committee to make 
Hull armumentative report, He would not undertake to 
Ciscties the inerite Of the question, He was conscious it 
would be outotorder;, and be had no disposition on this 


of auy other question to debate out of order; and he had 
theretore confined Limesell strictly and rigidly to the ques 
tion immediately pending. Ee desired to see a fall report 
on the subject, and therefore he submitted the following 
mothon 

That the repoft and accompanying papers be recommit- 
ted tothe same committee, with tnstruct@otis to make a 
report thereon in full as to the merits of the questions 
presented by the resolutions of the Legislatures ot the sev- 
eral States ot Tennessee, Alabama, Michigan, Ohio, and 
Massachusetts, aud of the various petitions before the 
House, on the subject of Texas, 

Mr. CARTER took the converse ground, that there was 
no direct question of the annexation of Texas before the 
House, Whatever question there was was a mere inci 
dental one, and the Committee had pursued a most pruden 
tial course, for which he highly commended them. 

Mr. ADAMS propounded ay inquiry to Mr. Drome@ooLe 
whether the committee had read the petitions. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was undérstood to deny the right or 
propriety of Mr The eom- 


AvaMs to put such a question, 
mitiee had made a report, and the country could judge of 


it le wonld vot submit to be interrogated in such aman- | 


ner. 

Mr 
though for different reasons. He desired to meet the issue 
tendered, and to have some detinite action recommended, 
especially as they were told at the late session that the 
North would preier a dissolution of the Union to an aunex 
ation of Texas. ‘The question ought to be met at onee, tor 
if the United States did not acquire that influence in Texas 
Great Britain would. 

Mr. CUSHMAN held thatsuch a proposition should come 
from the Texan republic itself; but there was none such 
betore the House, and in order to put a stop to this diseus- 
sion, be demanded the previous question, 

Mr. ADAMS 
only for the purpose of affording time for an answer to bis 
argument 

Mr. Cl 


SHMAN declined; butthe House refused to sec- 
ond tt 


ives «4 


Mr. HOWAKD then obtained the floor, but gave way to 
Mr 


passed to the orders of the day. 


noes Bl 


PREEMPTION BILL. 


he House then went into Committee of the Whole on 
the Union, Mr. Crate in the chair, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the © bill granting preémption rights to settlers 
on the pubiie lands.’ the question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Linconn, as modified, by ingrafting thereon the 
amendment of Mr. UNpenwoon, as before given. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the House at length in an earnest support of the pre émption 
aystem, and in aftull reply to the objections urged against it. 

Mi PRENTISS, of Mississippi, followed on the same 
side. 

Mr 
policy involved in it, and had not 


concluded when the 
House took its daily recess. 


APTERNOON SESSION. 


House met at half past three 


Pursuant to the order, t 1 


o'clock, and wentaguin into Committee of the Whi 
the preemption rights bil, 

Mr. ROBERTSON concluded his remarks in opposition 
to the hill 

Mr. CUSHING followed In support ofthe bill, and argued 
at iength upon the abstract questions of rights of property, 
and upon the practical wisdeum and necessity of the law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made some explanation of his re 
marks on a former day, and urged some further objections 
to some of the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. GARLAND spoke at length in favor of his proposed 


He upon 


PICKENS was in favor of Mr. Cvus#ine’s motion, | 


begged the gentieman to withdraw it, if | 


GARKLAND, of Louisiana, on whese motion the House | 


| 
| 


* 





ROBERTSON proceeded to oppose the bill and the || 
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amendment, and in favor of the principle of granting pre- 

emption rights, After proceeding some time, he gave way to 
Mr. EVANS, who moved thatthe committee rise; which 

motion was decided in the negative—ayes 58, noes 70. 
Mr. GARLAND resomed his remarks. and went more 

particularly into an examination of the provisions of the 

bill ntrasted with the amendment he bed offered. 
Mr. SNYDER proposed the following provise: 
Provided, however, 


tis ¢ 


That no person who has settled, oc 
eupied, or cultivated any portion of sneh quarter section, | 
under a previous settler, and by his permission, shail be 
allowed to avail himeelf of any such division of a quarter 
section, 

Which motion was decided in the negative. 

Te question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Lincoun, as modified by the amendment of Mr. Unper 
woop, which war rejected—ayes 47, noes 69; nota quo 
rui | 

Some discussion ensued as to the best mode of proceed- | 
ing, there being evidently a quoruin present, } 

Mr. LINCOLN explained that the amendment pending 
Was the amendment of Mr. Unperwoop, as modified by | 
his suggestion. 

Mr. BELL proposed that the question upon these amend- 
ments be taken pro forma, with a view that the questions | 
should be deliberately taken in the House to-morrow ; and | 
that the bill should be taken out of the committee to-night. | 

This course meeting the assent of the House, amend- 
ments were offered proforma by Messrs. May and LIncoun. 

Mr. LEWIS submitted an amendment providing for the 
claims of those who lost their claims under the Choctaw 
treaty, but after considerable discussion on the point, it 
was ruled out of order, on the ground of its being in sub 
stance the same as a bill already betore the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked if amendments could not be offered 
in the House to morrow. 

The CHAIR replied that they could be without doubt. 

Mr. CASEY then said he hoped the committee would 
rise, and be knew it to be the disposition of the friends of 
the bill to devote the whole of the day to-morrow to the sub 
ject. He moved that the committee rise and report the bill, | 

Some conversation ensued; after which, 

Mr. BRIGGS renewed the motion to rise and report the 
bill. 

The question was taken on the amendments proposed 
by Mr. Gartanp and Mr. Loomis, and they were both 
rejected pro forma. 

‘The committee then rose and reported the bill, with the 
amendments, 
‘The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Othice, with | 
a reportof the quantity of land required to satisfy outstand- 
ing military bounty land warrants granted by Virginia; 

which, ou motion of Mr, Mercer, Was laid on the table. 

The following resolutions were submitted on leave: 

On motion*ot Mr. TTURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
payment for horses and equipage that have been turned 
over to the officers of the United States by mounted vol- 
unteers who have served in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. WORD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route trom Yott, inthe county of La Fa- 
yette, in the State of Missis-ippi, via Chulahomo, in Mar 
shall county, Hancocks, Labrous, and Hernando, in De | 
Soto county, to Memphis, in the State of Tennessee. 

On motion the House adjourned at half-past 8 0’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
WeEDNeEsDay, June 13, 1838. 


Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from sundry citizens 
of German township, in Harrison county, Ohio, setting 
forth their utter detestation of the practice of dueling, and 
asking the passage of a law disqualifying all persous trom | 
otlice who may in any manner have been participants ina 
duel. 

Mr. A. said as this subject had already received the aetion | 
of the Senate, he would move its reception, aud that it be | 
laid on the table, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Martin W. Smith, | 
asking the survey of a route for a railroad from Lake |} 
Michigan to Dubuque—referred to the Commiitee on || 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred House 
bill for the relief of William: Ferguson and sureties, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and recommended | 
its passage. | 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, made | 
a report on the following bills received from the House of 
Representatives : 

The bill for the relief of Josiah Clark; 

The bill for the relief of Charles Coffin; 

Which were reported without amendment, and their 


passage recommended. 
The bill for the relief of William Dawes ; 
The bill for the relief of Robert McBride ; 
The bill for the relief of Conrad Shroff; 
The bill for the relief of Gillett 8. Fisk; 
The bill for the relief of George Bushly 3 
The bill for the relief of John Weaver; 
The bill Wealthy Baker; 
The bill Randolph Carter ; 
| 
j 
| 
i} 
| 
1} 
1 


for the relief of 
for the relief of 


The bil tor the relief of James H. Bradford; 
The bill for the relief of John F. Wiley ; 
The bill for the relief of David Wilson ; 
The bill for the relief of Robert Lueas 

The bill for the relief of Ge orge McFadden; 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Shade ; 

Were unfavorably reported on. 

Mr. KING presented certain documents in relation to 


the claim of Sandy Walker; which were referred to the || 
Committee on Cigims. 


On motion of Air. TIPTON, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 





+ 











form the Senate whether any, and if any, what steps have 
been taken to carry into effect the objeet of the resolutions 
of the Senate of the 2ist May, 1836, requesting the Excey- 


|, tive of the United States to exchange lands southwest of 


the Missouri river for lands owned by the Pottawatomies 
and other Indians, 

Mr. ‘TIP'TON also submitted the following; which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of an appropriation 
to defray the « Apenses necessarily incurred, and remaining 
unsatisfied. in negotiations with the Miami Indians for 
cession of their lands in Indiana 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should to morrow 
morning call up Mr. WiLtiaAMs’s motion for leave to bring 
ina bili fora joint British and Anrican commission of 
exploration and survey to determine on the northeastern 
boundary of the United States, in accordance with the 
treaty of 1783, which motion had, on Mr. W.°s desire, been 
laid on the table. Mr. W. gave this notice merely that Sen- 
ators might have before them the two maps of the country 
in question, reeently printed by order of the Senate, without 
which the details of the subject could not be well under- 
stood. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whieh had been referred the bill granting land 
to the Territory of Wisconsin for the purpose of making a 
canal to open the waters of Lake Michigan with those of 
Rock river, reported the same with the amendment reeeived 
from the House, and moved a concurrence therein ; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Finanee, to 
which had been referred the House bill making an appro- 
priation for certain public buildings in the ‘Territory of 
Wisconsin, reported the same with an amendment; which 
amendment-was agreed to, aud the bill passed. 

Mr. RIVES, froin the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported House bill for the reliet of Thomas Parsons, without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the bill making fur- 
ther provision for the collection of the public revenue, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay this billou the table, at least 
until the subject which had emanated from the committee 
had been disposed of. 

Mr. WEBSTER having acquiesced, the bill was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MORRIS gave notice that he would move to set 
apart Monday next for the purpose of acting on the pen- 
sion bills reeeived from the House of Representatives, 
which had been favorably reported on in the Senate. 

The bill for the benefit of the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad-Company, in the State of Indiana, was 
then taken up. 

Mr. SEVIER said, with a view to meet the objections of 
all parties, he moved the following amendment: 

“That there be, and the same is hereby, granted to the 
State of Indiana each alternate section or fractional sec- 
tion of the unappropriated publie land which lies on both 
sides of the New Albany and Mount Carmel railroad, and 
between New Albany, on the Ohio and the Wabash river, 
all in said State of Indiana for the purpose of aiding in the 


a 


| construction of the New Albany and Mount Carmel rail- 


road; and it shall be the duty of the President, so soon as 


| the Jands thas granted shall be designated, to cause patents 


to issue for the same to the State of Indiana. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, suggested that it would be bet- 
ter to lay the bill on the table, with a view that the amend- 
ment be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER wished an immediate action on the measure. 

Mr. ALLEN did not like the amendment, though friendly 
to the proposition, and was willing to give a grant to the 
State for the purpose of making that road. 

Mr. KING made a few remarks against the amendment, 
when the bill was laid on the table, and the amendment 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MORRIS then moved to take up the resolution sub-+ 
mitted by him some days since in relation to the adjourn- 
ment of the session from the 2d July next until the second 


|} Monday in November. 


Mr. M. stated the object he had in view “which was to 
facilitate the public business. If the measure were adopted 
by both Houses, the business Jeft unfinished could then be 
taken up from where it was left at the adjournment instead 
of commeneing itanew, as was the case in the present mode. 

Mr. KING suggested thatit lie over a day or two, when 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew his motion. 

The special order of the day was called, when the bill for 
the relief of Major General Alexander McComb was read. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he hada kind of tacit understand- 
ing with the Senator who reported the bill that aday’s no- 
tice should be given. He would be ready in the morning. 

Mr. NORVELL expressed a desire that the bill should 
be definitely acted on at once, in order that the general 
might know his fate in relation to it. 

Mr. SEVIER said he should move its indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied to Mr. BocHanan that it was not 
his motion on which the bill was taken up, but intimated 
his wish that it should be taken up on to-morrow and dis- 
posed of; which was assented to. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The bill to set apart a belt of land on the western bor- 
ders of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, as bounty 
lands, to be granted to settlers engaged for a term of years 
in the defense of the frontier. 

Mr4rALLMADGE desired to hear the object of this bill 
explained 5; when 

Mr. FULTON rose and explained the bill at length. 

Mr. STRANGE opposed it with some zeal, and the bill 
was further debated until near four o’elock, Messrs. FUL- 
TON, LINN, CLAY of Alabama, and SEVIER advoeat- 
ing. and Messrs. STRANGE, DAVIS, PRENTISS, and 
NILES opposing it. 

Mr. SEVIER offered the following amendment to be 
added to the end of the proviso in the seventh section of 
the bill: 

“ Or to embrace any improved or occupied tract of Jand, 
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or to affect any vacant tract of land, now or hereafter, 
which auy person may chogse to purchase or enter.”? 

Which amendment being adopted, the question then was 
upon the engrossment of the bill, which question was 
taken by yeas and navs, and decided in the negative—yeas 
10, nays 28. a8 fottows : 

Y EAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Linn, 
Mouton. Nichotas, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, and Smith ot 
Indian»—l10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard. Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay o! Keatucky, Clayton, Davis, Grundy. Habbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Niles, Norvell, Pren- 
tisx. Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Strange, 
Talimadge. Trouer, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28 

The Senate then went into the consideration of execu 
tive business, and afterward adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taurspay, June 14, 1838, 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to take up the reselution 
of Mr. Boon to fix the period of the adjournment of the 
present session of Congress. 

Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a suspension of 
the rules, aud asked for the yeas aud nays; which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 82, nays 55. 

So the House refused to take up the resolution for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. POTTS moved to print two thousand extra copies 
of the report of the Seeretary of the Navy ou the Explor- 
ing Exped tion. 

Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented the proceedings of 
a public meeting of citizens of Peunsylvania on the sub- 
‘Treasury bill. 

Mr. CARTER renewed his motion to make certain pen- 
sion bills (as given in Monday night’s Globe) the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 88, nays 81; not being 
two thirds, the motion was disagreed to. 


TEXAS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the report of 
the Committee on Foreigu Affairs on the subjeet of the 
annexation of ‘Pexas, with the motion of Mr. Cusine to 
recommiit the report with instructions, (as printed in yes- 
terday’s Globe.) 

Mr. THOMPSON now moved the following as afurther 
amendment: 

With instructions to report a joint resolution directing 
the President to take the necessary steps for the aunexa 
tion of Texas to the United States as soon as it can be 
done consisteutly with the weaty stipulations of this Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that, since yesterday, it would 
be perceived the question had undergone a toval change. 
‘Then the question was whether a proposition was betore 
this Government coming from ‘Texas for annexation ; now, 
ii Was proposed tor as to inake an application to that re- 
public. 

Mr. H. then weuton for afew minutes till the expiration 
of the morning hour, when the orders of the day were 
called for. 

The joint resolution in favor ef the authorities of the 
city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, and the bill to 
authorize the issuing of laud warrants in certain cases, 
Were severally read the third time, and passed. 


PREEMPTION RIGHTS. 


The bill to grant preémption rights to settlers ou the 
public lands was then taken up. 

Thisebill had beeu reported to the House from the Com- 
inittee of the Whole last night, with sundry amendments, 
the first of wigel was the one to exclade from the opera- 
tion af the bi the lands lately acquired by treaty with the 
Mivii tribe ef Tndians, in the Stat@of fudiana. 

Mr. LINCOLN then renewed the following amendment 
proposed by bin in committee: 

lu line thirty-first, after the word “ States,’? add, “orto 
any sections, or fractions of sections, of lands ineluded 
Within the location of any incorporated town, or to the 
alternate sections to other alternate sections granted to the 
use of any canal, raileoad, or other public improvementon 
ihe route of such canal, railroad, or other public improve- 
meut, or to any portions of public lands, surveyed or oth- 
erwise, which have been actually selected as sites for cities 
Or towus, lotted into sinaller quantities than eighty acres, 
and seitied upon and occupied forthe purposes of trade, and 
not of agricultural cultivation and improvement.” 

Mr. L. proceeded to advoeate his amendment, and de- 
moustrated the necessity of its adoption from, among other 
reasons, the speculating attempt lately made by a bill in 
relation to Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, opposed the amendment 
a8 inexpedieut and unnecessary, the effect of which would 
be to incumber aud embarrass the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, advoeated the principle 
of @ prospective preémption law rather than the practice 
of retrospective laws passed every two years. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, advocated the amend- 
ment, 


Mr. CV ARY was understood to oppose the amendment 
ubless it Was modified. 


__ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Mr. LYON informed the House that the Commissioner 


of the General Land Office had ruled that the principles of 
the system applied only to agricultural settlements. 
f Mr. CRARY farther opposed the amendinent, as it was, 
in effeet, taxing the labor of the citizens for the benefit of 
the Government. Mr. C. also replied to the objection of 
Mr. Lixcouy on the Southport bill. 

Mr. BOON appealed to Mr. Linco to withdraw his 


Alimendment for tie present, to permit the question to be | 


first taken on the amendment in reference to the Miami 
reserve. 


| 


| 
Mr. GOODE caused an amendment to be read, which he 
notified the House it was his intention to move, in refer 
ence to the Miami canal lauds, in the State of Ohie. He |} 
asked the mover of the pending oue to acerpt it. | 
Mr. LINCOLN declined, for the obvious ground that it 


i 


| conflicted with his own. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST replied to Mr. Crary. and eon 


| tested the point that the Waste or public lands, selected for @ 


} amended on 


| doso with much reluctance; for it would bear very hard 


) ginal ball. | 
| tiow of the amendment. | 
| the Government the benefit of the labors and exertions of | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| bad already settled upon or near them. 


the public lands, Were enlv made valuable by the labor and 
enterprise of the settlers, because they selected them for 
their natural advantages. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, as 
motion of Mr. Lincoun, which was further 
inodified by him, was then agreed to. 

The question then recurred ou the followingamendment 
of Mr. Lincoun: 

To tusertin the twenty-sixth line, after the words ** Uni 
ted States,” and upon the third proviso in said bill, the fol 
lowing words: ** nor siall the benefit of this act extend to 
any person Who has betore availed hime-ell of a preémp 
tion right to the entry of any of the public lands and 
aequired a tithe thereto by reason of such entry.”? 

Mr. HARRISON asked for the yeas and nays thereon ; 
which were ordered, 

Mr. EWING renewed his amendment, to give the State 
of Ludiana the preémption right to the lands acquired by 
the late Miami treaty. 

Mr. SHIELDS contended that the amendment was not 
then in order upon the pending one, and the Cuair (Mr. || 
Connor) coincided in that opinion, and ruled it out. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, opposed the pending amend- 
ment, but moved another providing that po person who | 
secured tides under this bill should be entitled hereatter, || 
&e. 

The CHAIR ruled this amendment to be also out of order, 

Mr. YELL opposed the pending amendment; and though 
he should vote tor the bill if it Was adopted, yet he should 


upon lis constituents, as Uiey Were recent settlers, since 
the passage of the last act. He could see no reasou why 
it should be ingrafted on this bill When no such provision 
Was to be found tu the former one. Mr. Y also advocated || 
the original bill with much earnestness, but avowed his || 
readiness to go for any aud every amendment whieh would | 
protect the rights of the settlers aud prevent tie perpetra- 
tion of fraud 

Mr. SUIELDS also opposed the amendinent. 

Mr. LINCOLN advocated the justice of its adoption. 

Mr. SNYDER opposed it, and went into a variety of 
details showing how injuriously it would operate upon a 
Most meritorious class of citizens. 

The amendment was further opposed by Messrs. JOUN- 
SON,of Louisiana, POPE, MARVIN; 

And support)d by Messrs. HARLAN, and WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina, 

When the hour of 2 o’clock arrived, aud the House took 
its daily recess, 





EVENING SESSION. 
The House met at hall past three, went into Committee || 
of the Whole, and resumed the consideration of the pre- || 
emption cight bill. 
‘The question pending was the amendment of Mr. Lin- |} 
COLN, belore given, to restrict the benefits of Ure bill to those || 
who had not heretofore established a preémption tite. | 
Mr. CRARY, in opposition to this amendment, said he || 
Was Opposed to iton the following grounds: the lands of || 
the Government “in incorporated towns” were excluded 
from the operation of the preémption principle by the ori- 
It was, therefore, unnecessary to adept this por | 
He was not disposed to give to 


any of the people of the West, who have been so active || 
and enterprising as to become the pioncers of the wilder- 
hess, and thereby obtain possession of sites for future cities 
and villages. Whatever were the present value of those || 
places it had resulted mainly from the labors of those who |) 


The Government had done nothing to give that value, || 
and it could not justly claim the benefit of it. He could 
recollect when they would not sell at the Government | 
price. Six years ago the whole of Chicago could have been 
purchased fora small consideration. Eight years ago the 
lands along the line of the Hlinois canal were prized so low || 
that the State appl.ed to tfis House to exchange large por- || 
tions of them for lands more valuable in the southern por- 
tion of the State. They have since risen in value by the |) 
industry and enterprise of those who had taken up their || 
residence in that part of the country. He was unwilling that 
the Government should make the reservations coutempla- 
ted by the amendment for the purpose of having value given 
to them by the labor and toilof any portion of his constit- 
ueuts. All former reservations had operated as a tax upon 
the industry of those places where they were situated. In 
the case of Perrysburg, alluded to by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, he had no doubt it had retarded the growth 
of the place, besides prejudicing the interests of every per- |) 
son residing there. : 

The gentieman trom Massachusetts liad alluded to a bill || 
rejected by the Committee ou Public Lands, for the im- | 
provement of the harbor at Southport, on Lake Michigan. 
He had called it one of the greatest speculations ever de- 
vised. Mr. ©. could not thus view it. it only set apart 
something like three hundred acres of land for tie purpose 
of constructing, not “a commereial wharf,” but a harbor 
for the protection of commerce. It could not prove a great 
speculation to those concerned, but would be of essential 
service to the security of the lake navigation. Lake Mich- 
igan Was now Virtually without harbors. A vessel leaving 
Chicagy must run two hundred miles before slie could find 
a port of safetyin a storm. If any doubted the expediency 
ot making more harbors on that lake, or bad any constitu- 
tional scruples on Ue subjeet, he hoped they would be re- 
moved; he knew they would be if they were only found 
upon its waters When a storm was raging there in its fury. || 
It this House could be placed on board one of our lake | 
veasels on sucli an occasion, and the vote was then to be || 


| as faras any member on this floor, 


451 


taken, there would be no negatives on a bill for the im- 
provement of Our harbors. The House had done great 
tujustice te the commerce of the lakes by neglecting to 
make appropriations for the improvement of harbors. That 
commerce was notte be estimated by the amount of ten- 
Hage entered atany one port, but by the number of voy- 
ages onde during a season. Thus estimated, it would 
tpprokimate Very nearly to the cousting tonuige of the At 

lantee States. A large amountof our Atlantic tonnage was 
cuploved where we bately proposed tosend our Expl ring 
Expedition, or where we had a Navy costing us five mil 

lioms yearly to protect it. [ft the protection of the | tke com 

merce Was unecoustitutional this Navy Was alse unconstitu- 
tional. A Navy was created to fight our battles apon the sea 
ti titve of war.and should be laid up ia port intime of peace, 
ii commerce is tohave no other proieetion titi ts furnished 
tort by natural means. You sead vour Navy to the coasts 
of the Pacific to give relief to vessels in distress and no one 
is troubled with constitutional scruples, but the moment 
We propose to give like reliet-by the ioprovement ofa bar- 
bor on the lakes it ts denounced as a violation of funda 

tuecutal principles. With these remarks he would conclude 
With the hope that the amendment would not be adopted. 

Mer. WORD addressed the committee at some length, also 
ik Opposition to the amendment, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, then moved a eall 
of the House; which was refused—ayes 40 
comnted. 

The question was then taken on the amendment; and it 
Was concurred in—ayes 75, noes 73. 

Tie ftollowiug amendment was then taken up, as reported 
by the Committee of the Whole, the question being on 
concurting therewlth,. 

Io strike out “eertain fractions of the public lands 
Within the land district of Palaayra, io the State of Mis- 
sour, Which were reserved from sale in consequence of the 
surveys of Spanish and Preach grants, bur are found to be 
Without the lines of said grants,’ and tusert ** certain trac- 
tious, or regular legal subdivisions, of the public lands 
Which have been reserved trom sale in consequence of the 
filing ot aclatu to a Freneh or Spanish grant or donation 
Which was found, or which Hereafter may be tound, on 
actual survey or location of such elatm or claims, to be 
Without the limits of sard claiw. or any other reservation, 
except as is hereinbetore specified.”? 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto a proviso, that each preémptioner should certify 
before the register that he had setued his claim tor tis own 
sole use and benefit, and that noe other person was tater 
ested in avy way whatever, directly or indirectly, butthat 
it was his bona fide intention to occupy and cultivate the 
siime, With certain penaltles and forfeitures in purchase 
money, &c., in ease of deception. 


, hoes not 


Mr. WHITE, of Ludiana, objected to this amendment as 
a most dangerous tifraction pon the policy of land tithes 
in the new States. He would cheertully consent to inter- 
pose any check against fraudulent precmption purchasers 
and was willing. theretore, to stpport the provision moved 
by the genteman trom New York (Mer. Trees} in Com 
mittee of the Whole, whieh required an afhdavit that the 
entry was intended for the personal use and benefit of the 
preémptor, and not withany previous agreeimentor under- 
standing to couvey the bund toathird person. ‘The anvend- 
ment of the gentleman frou? Massachusetts [Mr. Baiaes) 
Will have the injurious tendency to restrict alienation and 
to involve titles in perpetual uncertainty and doubt, Whrat- 
ever steps are taken should be preventive; but the patent 
of the Governinent When tt issues ought to furnish conclu- 
sive evidence of tithe and foreclose all litigation. 

Mr. BRONSON said that he rose to advocate the prinei- 
ple contained in the amendment; that the general provis 
ions of the amendment met his most hearty approval, and 
he hoped they would meet with equal tavor trom all the 
triends of the bill, among Whom he ineluded himselt; that 
he was strongly in favor of the measure of preéunption, so 
far as it goes to protect and benefit the actual bona fide and 
honest setler; that for that class of persons he would go 
The bil now under 
discussion was, ou the face of it, one for the benefit of that 
portion of our citizeus, and it claimed to be a measure for 
their protection and for their benefit only—a measure to 
secure to them the just rewards of their toil, privations, 
and hardships. The whole course of the debate had pro- 
cecded upon that ground, and the friends of the bill had 
not been understood as asking anything beyond this. No 
person desired to make this law a shield to proteet and 
screen the speculator in his ill gotton spoils, or aid him to 
perfect his schemes for engrossing the choice portions of 
the public domain. At all eveuts, Mr. B. said that such 
an object, if any had it in view, should meetwith no favor 
from him; and that, while he would go to the utmost ex- 
tent to secure and protect the actual and bona fide settler, 
he would, by every means that human ingenuity could de- 
vise, confine the provisions of the bill to that object, and 
that alone; and in pursuance of these views he would 


|| cheerfully support the amendment of the gentleman from 


Massachusett-, (Mr. Briecs.}] Butthere were twoor three 


| Objections to this amendment which he desired to point 


out to the House, and particularly to the gentleman who 
offered it, in the hope that be would modify itin such man- 
ner as to remedy the detects it contained, and make it sat 
isfactory to himself, as well as many other friends of the 
bill. 

In the first place, the amendment provides that the af- 
fidavit to be made and filed by the preémptor shall be 
nade at the time of his receiving his patent, aud filed with 
the Commissioner of the General Laud Office at Washing- 
ton. This, sir, is imposing au unnecessary and Overous 
duty upou the preémptor. The provision should be that 
he should make the affidavit at the time of claiming his 
preémption right, and at the time he pays his money and 
obtains bis certificate of payment from the receiver of the 
land office gn which the land Hes; and the affidavit should 
be filed with the register of the land oftice of such district; 
and the register, if needful, may transit it to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office at Washington. 

Another and more important objection to the aincndment 
is that it provides that any title acquircd from such pre- 
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emptions in purswance of previous agreement or contract, 
or, in other words, in violation of the previsions of that 
amendment, shall be absolutely void. This, sir, isa pro 
vision altogether too broad, and might operate most in 

jurtiously and unjustly upon sabeequent hona file pur 

chasers, Ttwould fead togreatinstability and uneertainty 
fis 10 “fb tithes ebtained throngh preemptors, and be a 
frutitul eouree of litigation and trouble. “he tithe shold 
be vold in the hands of any person purchasing from the 
presusptor in purenance of previous bargain or contract, 
or witha kaowiedge of the fret that the law had been wil 

fully violated; but the subsequent innocent and bona fide 
purchaser, fora valuable consideration, should be protec ted 

"Phere steould te pointin the transter of the tithe beyond 
which litigation should cease, Now, sir, if the gentleman 
will so modity his oiendment as to provide that the title 
shall not be deteated in the bands of a subsequent bona fide 
purchaser, it will render the amendment vot only much 
more complete, but will, T beliewe, render it satisfactory to 
adarge proportion of the friends of the bill, : 

Mr. BRIGG ®* having modified the amendment according 
10 the euegestion of Mr. Bronson, it was then further ad 
vocated by Mesere. LINCOLN and BRIGGS, and opposed 
by Messrs MAY, VELL, BOON, and JOHNSON ot Louis 
bur 

Mr. GOODE read the following. which he wished to move 
moon geeendment, but it was decided not to be in order: 

Provided, That the tleht of preemption shall extend, un- 
der the provietons of this aet, al 2 OU per acre, to all lands 
Within the alternate eeetions, to the United States on the 
Miami, Wabash, and Erie canals, in the State of Ohio, 
which have been settled on, occupied, and improved for 
the purposes of cultivation prior to the Ist day of Decem- 
ber, 1805, and which are still inthe possession and occupa 
tion of the original settler, or his or her heirs-at-law, not 
amougiing lo more Kian one quarter section, and being all 
ln one tract. 

Mr. G. eaid he should, when in order, offer an amend- 
ment, to inelude a few cases of early settlers within those 
Alternate sections whose claims were meritorious, 

Me. UNDERWOOD then moved the following: 

Resolved, Thatthe billentitled * An act to grant preémp 
tion rights to seitlers on the public lands” be referred toa 
selectcommittee, to be composed ofone member trom each 
State, with instructions to report a bill repealing all laws 
which direct the scale ofthe public land, or any part thereof, 
at public auction, and graduating the price of the public 
lands iu such manner a» the committee may deem reason 
able, fixing different prices for the public lands, having re- 
spect to the periods of time they may remain unsold after 
being brought tuto market; and providing torthe distribu 
tion of the vet proceeds of the sales of the public lands, or 
the lands themselves, among the several States, according 
to their Federal wonmibers, from and alter such day as the 
committee may deem proper; and providing for preémp 
tions in favor of all the now bona fide setilers upon the pub 
lie Jands, with a view to secure homes for themselves and 
families, and wot to secure the lands for others; and to pre- 
vent setthanents upon the public Jlands from being made 
alter the passage of this act until the lands are legally 
entered and paid for. 

Mr. CASEY warmly opposed the recommitment of the 
bill with the imstractions. Tle wished the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop},to state to the House the 


means be would Wish Congress to aidopt to prevent setile- | 
ments on the Government land; that no such prevision 1} 


could, or would, or ought to be made, nor could it be car- 
ried inte effect if made. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, begged Mr. UNDERWOOD to with- 
draw his motion, which he declined. 

Mr. MENEFEE then went at length into an argument 
AgQinSst a prospective system of preemption rights, which 
he called a system of plunder, to the injury and wrong ot 
the old States, unless it could be properly restricted aud 
guarded. His arguinent was generally in favor of the prin 
ciple of Mr. Cruay’s land bill. 

Mr. BOON said he was notaware that the subject of the 
speech of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Menerer] 
was before the House. He had understood the question in 
order to be on the proposition of the gentloman’s colleague 
[Mr. Unperwoop] to recommit the bill with certain in 
structions, Bat Mr. B. had ever been opposed to Mr. 
Cray’s Jand bill, and he thought it would be time enough 
totuik of distributing when it should be ascertained that 
there Was something to distribute. Upward of twenty 
eight million dollars had a short time since been distrib- 
uted among the States, and the effeet produced by the 
mensure Was a bankrupt Treasury. He was therefore 


Opposed to any more distribution acts, at least until there | 


should be a sugplas in the Treasury to distribute. Mr. B. 
said he was of opinion thatthe bill under consideration 
was then ina shape as acceptable to its friends as itwould 
be by further amendment, and he would therefore move 
the previous question, but, on request, subsequently with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked tor the yeas 
and pays on Mr. Unperwoop’s motion; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. CUSUMAN then renewed the demand for the pre 
vious question, which was not seconded—ay es &6, noes 98. 

The question on recommitinent was then taken, and 
decided iu the negative—yeas 79, nays 123; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Johu Cathoou, 
Chambers, Childs, Clowney, Connor, Darlington, Dawson, 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, James Graham, 
Graves, Grenneil, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, Marian, Harper, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Hopkins, William Cost Jobn- 
seu, Kennedy, Lincoln, Samson Mason, Maxwell, MceKen 
nan, Meneter, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Navior, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearee, Peck, Phillips, 
Potts, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Robinson 
Rumeev, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Shepper&, Charles 
Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stratton, 
Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, Uuderwood, John White, 
Lewis Williams, and Yorke—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, 
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|, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bird- | 
|| sall, Boon, Borden, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambreleng, John | 


1] Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Davee, DeGrafl, Dromgoole Dunean. Edwards, Par 


ringtou, Fairfield, Poster, Gallup, Riee Garland, Grant, | 


Giey, Hatley, Hanmond, Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, Henry, 
*Herod, Holsev, Howard, Hubley, William HH. Hunter, 
Robert M 
Jackeon, H. Johuson, J. Jonson, N. Jones, Keim, Kling 
ensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis. Logan, Loomis, Lyon, James 
M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, MeKay, Robert MeClel 
lan, Abraham MeCtetian, MeClure. Miller, Moore, Morgan, 
Samucl W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Noble, Qwens, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Penuybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Plumer, Pope, Porter, Pratt, John A. Prentiss, Ser- 
geant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Richardson, Ridgway, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Synder, Spencer, Stuart, 
Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vander 
veer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Albert 8. White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Thomas ‘T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, 
Jared 'W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, 

Worthington, and Yell—123. 

The question thea recurred on Mr. Briees*s amendment. 
Mr. CASEY opposed the amendment with great earnest 
ness. He was in favor of the bill and believed that, in 
geod faith, tought to pass. It would greatly promote the 
interest of a large and worthy and very meritorious class 
of citizens—a class of citizens in every way deserving the 
liberality, or, at least, the justice of the national Legisia- 
ture. He wished the bill to pass, but feared the long 
speeches of its friends would jeopardize its passage ; but, 
above all he dreaded and deprecated this flood of amend- 
ments that was flowing on the bill from all quarters by 
friends and foes, to most of which he had objected, but, 
| above all, he objected to the one then under consideration. 
He objected to it upon the ground that it would render un- 
certain, unsafe, and insecure land tithes acquired ander it, 
He was willing every possible guard should be thrown 
around the bill to prevent fraud in acquiring tithes to Jand. 
Punish the individual who, to avail himself of the act, 
should swear falsely--punish him with fine and imprison- 
ment if you please, or any other punishment or disqualifi- 


T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez | 


cation, but never, by your legi-lation, unsettle, or render | 


uneertain or insecure his land tithe. Amidst the oft re 
peated complaints made to the land system of the Federal 
Governfient by the people ot the new States, they always 
appliuded it for one thing, the title to their land was good, 
no uncertainty in the title, no lawsuits about land tithes ; 
burt he predicted that, if this amendment prevailed, there 
would be more land litigation and lawsuits in the new 
States in the next five years than had been under the pres- 
ent system inthe last filly years, or since the organization 
of the present land system, going, as it proposed to do, be- 
hind the patent. 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed 
to—yeas 113, nays 86. 

Mr. BELL, under instructions from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, moved an amendment excepting, or sus- 
pending till the claims were acted upon, the Choctaw res- 
ervations under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

The amendment was sustained by Messrs. BELL and 
PENNY BACKER, and opposed by Mr. PRENTISS ; when 
it was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. MAY proposed the following as a new section: 

Sec.—. nd he it further enacied, That any person, being 
the head of a family, who now is settled on, or who shail 
hereafter setile on, any of the public lands of the United 
States, and who shall continue to reside on and cultivate 
the same forthe period of twelve montis, shall, upon mak- 
ing proof thereot, according to the provisions ol this act, 
be entitled to a rightof preémption to one quarter section. 

Mr. Ms asked tor the yeas and nays on the proposition, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. POtTS moved that the House adjourn: lost. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question, 

The CHAIR being called upon to state the question, 
replied, that the last amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole (as given above) not having been concurred in, all 
the amendments to that which had been agreed to, would 
necessarily be cut off, sliould the previous question be sus- 
tained. 

The House, however, refused to second it, ouly fifty-two 
passing through the tellers. 

Mr. POPE then suggested a modification to Mr. May's 
amendment, so as to provide that all the terms, restiric- 
tions, and limitations of the bill should bave an equal ap- 
plication in the proposed section, which Mr. M. accepted. 

Mr. May’s amendment Was rejected—yeas 52, nays 130. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, then proposed the following 
amendment: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the public faith 
shall not, by anything in this act contained, or by the pas- 
sage thereof, be considered as hereby pledged, either di- 
rectly or by implication, that Congress will or ought bere- 
after to renew the same or any other act granting preémption 
rights to settlers on the public lands,who may, coutrary to 
law, settle thereon from and after He lstday of December, 
1837. . 

Mr. HARRISON,-of Missouri, said that, though the 
amendment of the committee now pending was introduced 
by himself, and though it afleeted his constituents, yet, 
rather than longer to delay the bill, and jeopardize it, per- 
haps, altogether, he would himself dewand the previous 
question, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, then moved to lay the bill 
on the table, but it Was lost without a division. 

The House refused to second the demand for the previous 
question, only 60 voting for it. : 

Mr. Mason’s amendment was then disagreed to without 
a division. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, as 
amended by the various propositions agreed to, was then 
(} coneurred in, 

Mr. BOON then demanded the previous question ; which 
was seconded by the House—ayes 95, noes 48, and the 

|| main question was ordered without a division. 
|| The main question was on ordering the bill to a third 


‘ 











reading, and thereon Mr. GRIFFIN, of South Carolina, and 
Mr. MONTGOMERY, of North Carolina, simultaneously 
asked for the yeas and nays 3 which, being ordered, were— 
yeas 132, nays 70; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bor- 
den, Bronson, Buchanan, John Cathoon, Cambreleng, 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cl veland, 
Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett. Cushing, Cushman, Dar- 
lington, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards. Far- 
rington, Fairfield, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup. Kice 
Garland, Goode, Wilham Graham, Grant,Gray, Haley, 
Hawinond, Hamer, Harrison, Hayues, Henry, Herod, Hol- 
sey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wihtiam H. Hun- 
ter, Ingham, ‘Thomas B, Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nath. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, 
Marvin, Martin, Maury, May, MeKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham MeClellan, McClure, McKennan, Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Owens, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Penny backer, Petri- 
kin, Pheips, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Jolin OH. Prentiss, Ser- 
geant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Ridgway, Rives, Rum- 
sey, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, 
Spencer, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Jolin 
White, Thomas ‘T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher Hl. Wil- 
liams. Word, Worthington, and Yell—ls2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Banks, Bond, Briggs, Willian B. Cathoun, John 
Campbell, Chambers, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Dawson, 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, James Graham, Graves, Grenneil, Griffin, 
Hall, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Robert M. 'T’. 
Hunter, John W. Jones, Kennedy, Lincotn, James M. 
Mason, Samson Mason, Maxwell, Mercer, Milligan, Ogle, 
Parris, Patterson, Pearee, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Robertson, 
Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Chas, 
Shepard, Slade, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaterro, Thompson, 
‘Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Wise, and Yorke—70. 

So the bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, then rose for the pnr- 
pose, he said, of moving to recommit the bill to a Comunit- 
tee of the: Whole. 

‘The CHAIR said it was not in order tillthe bill was read 
a third time, 

Mr. EWING, however, immediately rose and said, “EI 
move to recomimy the bill.’? 

Mr. HARLAN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. EWING ealled for tellers, which, being ordered, 
were—ayes 72, noes 76. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The bill was then put on its third reading, and having 
been nearly read through by the Clerk— 

Mr. MERCER rose to a question of order. 
to know if the bill had been engrossed, 

The SPEAKER said it had; aud the Clerk 
the engrossed copy. 

The reading was then eompleted by the Clerk, when 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, demanded the previous 
question, but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, who moved to recom- 
mit the bill, with instructions to strike out Mr. Bew’s 





He wished 


yas reading 


| amendment and insert one in lieu thereof, which was read. 


Mr. DUNCAN moved an adjournment, whieh was dis- 
agreed to—ayes 69, noes 75. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said that, thinking this bill had been 
discussed long enough, and seeing no necessity for recom- 
mitting it, he demanded the previous question, which was 


| seconded—ayes 84, noes not counted—and the main ques- 


tion being ordered thereou— 

Mr. BOON said he hoped the House would indulge him 
With the yeas aud nays; for, by stepping for a moment to 
the reporter’s desk while the vote on the engrossineut of 
the bill was being taken, aud just as his name was called, 
he missed his vote. As a warn and zealous friend of the 
bill, and fiom the position he occupied as chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands, he desired an opportunity 
of recording his vote for it. 

The House ordered the yeas and nays by a large major- 
ity; and being taken, they were—yeas, 107, nays, 52, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bell, Biddle, Boon, Bouldin, Bronson, Johu Calhoon, Cam- 
breleng, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, 


| Coles, Craig, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Dromgoole, 


Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fillmore, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, Rice Garland, Goode, William Gra- 


| ham, Grant, Gray, Hamar, Uarrison, Harper, Haynes, Hen- 


ry, Holsey, Hopkins, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, 


| Thomas B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
| Keim, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 


Lyou, Martin, May, MeKay, R. MeClellan, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, McClure, MeKennan, Miller, Moore, Morgan, 
Naylor, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pen- 


| uybacker, Petrikiu, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, 


Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Ridgway, Rives, 
Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Suyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stone, ‘Taylor, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, A. 8S. White, J. White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
hams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, Worthington, and 
Yell—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Briggs, 
Join Campbel, Chambers, Ciowney, Connor, Corwin, 
Dawson, Davies, Elmore, R. Fletcher, James Graham, 
Graves, Griffin, Halsted, Harian. Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hoffman, Robert M. 'T. Hunter. Jolin W. Jones, Lin 


| coln, James M. Mason, Maxwell, Mercer, Montgomery, 


Ogie, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Piekeus, Pots, Randolph, 
Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Kobertson, Russell. Sergeant, 
Angustine H. Shepperd, Chaties Shepard, Slade, Stanly, 
Surauon, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, E Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, and Yorke—82, 

So the bill was passed. 

















[In jastice to those gentlemen whose names appear in the 


vote on the engrossment and not on that of the final pas- 
sage, it should be stated that the honr heing Inte, (the first 
being considered the test vote, and not expecting the yers 
and nays to be taken on the final prissage,) they had Jefe 
the House, after a taborions sPsxion of eleven hours. Phis 
does not apply to Mr. Ewrna, of Indiana, who voted against 
the engrossment, but, though in his seat, did not respond 
to the two calls of his name on the final passage. } 

On motion, at a quarter past 9 o’clock p. m., the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

Tuorspay, June 14, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented to the Senate the proceed- 
ings of a nimerous and respectable meeting of the Demo 
cratic citizens of the city and county of Phitadelphia, con- 
vened at the county court-heuse on Monday evening last, 
at which a number of resolutions were adopted in favor of 
the immediate passage of the [Independent Treasury bill 
now before Congress. 


dered accordingly after they had been read. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from a uumber of citi- 
zeus of the city and county of Philadelphia in favor of the 
passage of the Independent ‘Treasury bill, and against the 
establishment of a national bank; laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. MORRIS presénted the memorial of John J. James 
and others, a committee appointed by a convention of del- 


egates Trom the several banks in Ohia, praying sucha mod- | 


ification of the law in relation to the receipts of money in 
payment of the pablic dues as will avoid all discrimination 
not founded apenthe prompt redemption and couvertibility 
of paper inte coin. 

Mr. BENTON would like the Senator to state whether 
he was acquainted with the conduct of those banks? [f 
they had not issued notes of aless denomination than five 
dollars they had nething to fear, 

Mr. MORRIS explained, that no notes of a less denoim- 
Ynation than five dollars were issued by these banks, at 
qeast, until afterthe suspension. Thedast Legislature (and 


the gevtleman knew the character of that) authorized the || 


issue of notes of a Jess denomination,and then their notes 
were excluded, of course. 

Ordered ta lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Committee on Commerce 
were discharged trom the further consideration of the pe- 
titions of David Melville and BD. B. Sinith, relating to im- 
provements in fight houses. 

Mr. K. said that experiments were about to be inade of 
the French deus, and the committee thought it inexpedient 
to make any report until after that test. 

On motion of Mr. GRONDY, the bill from the House 
requiring that the United States district court in Tennessee 
should be held at Jackson was considered, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and, by consent, read a third 
time, and passed. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took up Mr. 
WivitaMs’s motion for leave to bring in a bill for insti- 
tating a joint commission — British and American—of ex 
ploration and survey, to determine the northeastern bound 





He moved that these proceedings | 


should be printed and Jaid upon the table; which was or- I] ing boldly sp to the measure, and could only regret thatit 


He was afraid now there was not | 





ary of the United States on the basis of the treaty of 1783. | 
Mr. WEBSTER spoke at large on the subject, chiefly | 
with a view to show that the line designated by the treaty | 


of 1783 was well defined aud easily and readily to be found. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise with a view to | 


debate the question at that time, nor did he Know that he 
ehould at any tuture period. The subject was certainly 
one of great importanee, and if the Senator trom Massa- 
chusetts would let it le ever fer a day or two, say to mer- 
row or next day atturthest, he would call it ap himself. 


Mr. WEBSTER having assented, the subject was laid | 


on the table. 

The following bills received from the House were read 
and referred: 

‘The bill authorizing the issuing of land warrants in cer- 
tain cases, 

The joint resolve in favor of the authorities of the city 
of Savannah, in the State of Georgia. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said this was a matter of some conse- 
quence to the parties, and he was desirous to have it acted 
on with as little delay as possible, and if Senators had no 
objection he would like it to have a third reading at once. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, moved to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of George 1’. Bayard, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. PRESTON moved to take up the joint resolution 
offered by him some time since in relation to the aunexa- 
tion of ‘Texas. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said he thought the Senate was not 
prepared to go into the question at that late hour. [t was 
a measure of very great importance ; and as several of the 
Senators were absent from their seats he would move to 
jay it on the table. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired of the Senator if the intention 
Was to lay it on the table for the present, or was he to con- 
sider the motion as final. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said, so far as he was concerned, he 
certainly desired Urat itshould be final, but would withdraw 
it to give the Senator from South Carolina an opportunity 
of explaining. 

Mr. CALHOUN said as the Senate was not full, and the 


hour somewhat late, he woutd vote for laying the motion | 
On the table for the present, but would move, if no one else | 


did, to call it up at au early date. Mr. C. said, so far as the 


Main object was coucerned, he was prep tred to vote for it; | 


but the preamble contained averments in relation to the 
Surrender of certain parts of the territory, which he was 
not prepared to say legitimate; and he could have wished 


| ing this session. 
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that his colleague had stripped it of ali extraneous matter, 

| and presgnted it in a simple form. He not only wished to 
vote for the plain proposition of annexing that terrirory, 
but alse desired to present his views in relation te it.” 

Mr. PRESTON had his doubrs if it were vow laid on the 
table whether it would be again taken upland intimated 
the opinion that there was an evident disposition to get 
rid of the question. 

Mr. LUMPKIN avowed his intention of going for the 
resolation as originally introduced by the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Prestron.| Tt was in bis opinion a 
subject fall of importance to the people of the United 
States, and to the people of Texas, to whom he felt en 
deared by every tie of friendship and good feeling, and 
the measure should have his whole support. 

Mr. CALUOUN would inform his colleague, ifhe alluded 
to him, that so far as he was concerned, he felt no dispo 
sition to avoid the measure, but was ready to give a direct 
vote on the question at issue; but with regard to the pre 
amble and assertions contained therein he was not pre 
pared. He differed with his colleague in relation to them, 
but that weighed nothing. Mr. C.said he was for march 


was delayed so long. 
time to discuss the subject as its great magnitude required. 
| It was, indeed, a most momentous question, full of impor 
| tantconsequences ; buthe was ready to meetit filly, fairly, 
and boldly. Mr. C, expressed his belief that Texas was 
how a sovereign and independent State, and could never 
again come to Mexico. 

Mr. PRESTON said nothing was farther from him than 
wishing to interfere with the views of the gentleman from 
South Carolina; he would have yielded all matters of form 
| merely, but he thought the preamble carried with it what 

was desirable to be retained 
| before the Senate some six weeks since, and lad given his 

own views upon it, and no friendly voice was then raised 
from any quarter. He had waited from time to time for 
some manifestation of a disposition to act, but so far he 
| had seen none. 
should have a most thorough investigation; but he feared 
| it was too late for this now. Tt was apparent to his mind 


in vain to try to get it up again this session, pirticularly 
as we had the intentions of the mover distinetly avowed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, so far as related to himself, was 
certainty desirous that this question should not again come 
up during the session. [t was too late a period now, he 
thought, to discuss it. He would suggest, however, to the 
gentleman that altflough he (Mr. 8.) would not vote for its 
being taken up, there were others that might do so. Mr. 
S. thought it was understood from the delay which had 
taken place that there would be no further disenssion dur- 
He would now renew his motion to lay 


| the resolution on the table, 


Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator from New Jersey 
would withdraw his motion for a moment, in order that 
he might make a single observation. 

Mr. SOUTHARD assented; when 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he never knew the Senate to 
be wanting in courtesy, and it was judging rather too hard 
of that body to suppose that the resolution would not be 
taken up again. If, however, it was the determination of 
the Senate to lay it on the table, with a view of not taking 
it up, he forone would be able toeffect his object in voting 
against the preamble, and in favor of the resolution. Te 
wished to do something more than vote. He wished.to 
express his views onthe subject. He thought there would 
be no hazard in laying the resolution on the table; if he 
thonght there was, he would vote against the resolntion. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had as high an opinion of, and 
as much respect for, the courtesy of the Senate as the gen- 
theman had; bat was it not expecting too much of that 
ecotirtesy to sappose, with the feeling expressed by the 


mover, that if disposed of in that way, it would be final for |) 
}| gentleman from Massachusetts. 


the present. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that to free himself from all re- 
sponsibility, he would vote against laying the resolation on 
the table; and ifthe motion sueceeded, he would himself 


his views ou the subject. 
Mr. SOUTHARD said that it appeared that he was be- 
Py 
tween a cross fire, and saw no mode of escape, and would 


| therefore not renew his motion, nor would he again make 


any motien to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. NORVELL. Then, Mr. President, [ make the mo- 
tion to lay it on the table, and ask the yeas any nays. 
The question was then taken, when there appeared for 


| the motion 24, against it 14, as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Alen, Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Ciay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lyon, McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 


| Robinson, Southard, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wriglt, 
| and Young—24, 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Strange, Trotter, and White—14. 

‘The bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and others was 
then tuken up, and was advocated with great zeal by Messrs. 
LINN, GRUNDY, and ROBINSON, and opposed by Mr. 
WRIGHT (as far as allowance of interest was concerned) 
and Mr. NILES. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered a specific amendment to the first 
section of the bill, striking out all that relates to the inter- 
est, admitting at the same time the right of the applicauts 
to the prineipal. 

This bill was discussed for some time with a warmth and 
fervor not nsual on private bills, owing to the very inter- 
esting incidents connected with the gallant conduct of the 


| claimants. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was laid on the table, 
And the Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 15, 1838. 


Mr. SNYDER, of Illinois, after the reading of the Jour- 
nal, asked leave of the House to make an explanation in 


mie . omen wooden 


He bad brought the matter | 


He certainly desired that the subject | 


that if the subjeet was once laid on the table it would be | 


i 
| 


|| his remarks as a® censare”’ upon the comimitree 
1} 
|} bon. 
|| his remark couveyed no more censure upen them than 
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| : ’ - 
|| relation to an article that appeared in the Madisonian of 


yesterday. 

Leave being given, 

Mr. S.satd: Mr. Speaker, T am constrained, by a sense 
of justice to ovself and to the peopie whom Lrepresent, to 
notice an editorial article in the Moadison of vesterday, 
a paper printed in this city, and edited by Phomas Allen, 
printer to this rouse, Thearticle is headed. * The Ittinois 
Delegation—the Sub Treasury.” Sir, will not take up 
the time of this Hause by reading it, all of its members 
have doubpless seen tt—and Pwillnot attect to disguise 
the facet that this article is intended for ia There are 
but three Representatives from the State of Eilinois, and 
Tam the only one of that delegation, to my Knowledge 
Whohus given any intimation that he would support the 
subTreasury bill bE would not now, to this manner 
notice this article, were it not that the editor of that 
piper isan officer of this House. ta these days of the 
licentiousness of the press every public man receives a fall 
measure of abuse; and EP would lave taken my share in 
silence emanating from almost any other source; bat em 
anating and sanctioned as it is by the official character of 

} the editor, | feel bound to take thi< notice of it in order 
that the antidote may go forth with the poison. It is tne, 
the article makes no direct or specific charge of corruption. 
It is worse; it intimates it. Were it specific, Leould the 
more readily defend mycharacter from the font charge. The 
author of the article intimates that! have solicited execu 
tive favors and executive smiles, and that promises and 
favors had been returned. Sir, Lam not an applicant tor 
office 5 neither have T ever received the smiles, promises, 
or favors of the Prestdent. Justice tohim and to myself 
demands of me that here, in my place, | should say that 
that, as well as the charge of corruption insinuated by the 
article, is false and maticious. 

The manner in which the editor of the Madisonian has 


|| violated his pledges made to a portion of the Demoeratic 


mnemnbers of this House before he received their votes for 
its printer, namely, that he would support the present Ad 

ministration, and the rules and asages of the Demoeratic 
party, renders any other or further notice of him for the 
present uunecessary. 


TEXAS. 


The unfinished business of the morning hour was the 


|| repert of the Committee on Foreign Affiirs on the annexa 


tion of Texas, the questions pending being on the motion 
of Mr. Cosuine to recommit the report, with certain tu- 
structions, With a furtherinstruction of Mr. THomeson, aa 
printed in bist evening’s Globe, 

Mr. HOWARD resumed his remarks in support of the 
report of the committee, and in opposition to both the pro- 
| pesed instructions, going at large into the whole subject 
| generally. [A report of Mr. H.’s remarks is necessarily 
| deferred. ] 

Mr. PECRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 
| Mr. CUSHING demanded the yeas and nays on that ques- 


|| tion; and they were ordered. 
i) Mr. PET RIKIN withdrew his motion to allow Mr. Cosa 


| ING tomake an explanation of a personal nature, Mr. C, 
| agreeing to renew it. 

Mr. CUSHING then stated that, if he heard arieht, the 
) chairman of the committee (Mr. Howarp] thd alluded to 
He had 
The insjority bad 
thought it their duty to report without expressing in opin 
He thought it their daty to express an opinion, and 


| not intended tocensure the committee. 


theirs did upon him. He then, according to agreement, 
renewed the motion for the previous question, but said he 


|| should votre against it. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said he had been requested to with- 


|| draw his motion, and he would do so. 


! 


The SPEAKER said the mation was now made by the 


Mr. CUSHING withdrew the motion. 
Mr. ADAMS referred to the reply of Mr. Dromaoore 


|| yesterday, that he would not be chatechized in relation to 
| move to take itup ina day or two, with a view to express || 


the doings of the committee; and said he wished to know 
| whether the chairman of the committee took the same 
ground, and refused to auswer. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had putit asa point of order, 
| that members of a committee could not be so interrogated 
| in the House. 
| 





Mr. ADAMS said he wished the chairman of the com- 
mittee to answer whether the committee had examined 
and considered the resolutions of the several States, and 

| the memorials which had been referred to them ; or, he 
| Wanted to know whether he would take the ground as 
| sumed by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Dromaoote, | 
and refuse to answer; and the same question he wished 


|| to put to every member of the committee present. 


| mittee to ask how they had diséharged their duties, and 
whether they had or had not examined papers upon which 
they had reported, to put them in that way on trial before 

| the House. He should take the grougd of the gentleman 

| from Virginia, (Mr. Daomeoote,} eed would refuse to an- 

| swer. 

| Mr. ADAMS was attempting to proceed, when 

' 

| 

| 


| Mr. HOWARD said he thougint it disrespectful to a com- 


The SPEAKER announced the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour, and was proceeding to the orders ofthe day, when 
| Mr. HOPKINS asked the House to take up the motion 
submitted by him some time since to reconsider the vote 
of the House by which one branch of a memorial of Fran- 
cis P. Blair was referred to a select committee. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, objected. 


PREEMPTION RIGITS BILL. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, then moved to reconsider 
the vote of the House by whieh the above bill was passed. 

Mr. YELL moved to lay the motion on the table, 

Mr. GARLAND, however, claimed the right to addres 
the Hous®, and , 

The CHAIR decided the motion must lie over, unless 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. YELL then moved a suspension of the rules, but the 


- 





ete 


‘ 


ea. 
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ae 
House refused, and consequently the motion, together with 


the bill, les over 

At a subsequent stage of thix day’s proceedings Mr. 
GARLAND withdrew the motion to reeonsider, and the 
amendments made to the bill were then sent to the Benate 
jor the concurrenee Of that body 

Tie CHALR then announced the private orders, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he was informed by 
the chairman of the that it Was then three 
mouths since the calendar ot the Committee of Clatme had 
been touched, and be thought it high time that something 
should be done with it, 

The CHAIR suggested to the House the great saving of 
time that would result from proceeding regularly with the 
calendar of business. [% Agreed!’ 
parts of the House.) 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Join Peyton Har 
rieon, on its third reading, coming up, was opposed by 
Messrs. HALL, and WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and sup 
yorted briefly by Messrm. TALIAPERRO, CRAIG, and 

INDERWOOD. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the previous question, saying 
that such debates on an individual bill tended to embarrass 
the transaction of private business, aud he wished to pro- 
ceed with the private calendar. 

The previous question was seconded, and the main ques 
tion being ordered was then put and disagreed to, 

Bo the bili was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of Captain 
Thomas Triplett was postponed, on motion of Mr. TALIA 
FERRO, to give time for the production of additional tes 
timony, to the first Monday in December next. 

The bil tor the relief of the heirs of Col. George Gibson, 


wis postponed tll Friday next, on motion of Mr. Me- 
CLURKE. 


committee 


** Agreed !?? trom all 


The biil for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. | 


Francis Vigo was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved its indefinite postponement ; 
lot 

Mr. BOON remarked that a more meritorious claim, in 
his opinion, had uever been brought to the attention of 
Congress, aod be made an earnest appeal in bebalt of i. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays on its pas 
sage; Which, being ordered, were—yeas 103, nays 59. 

Bo the bill was possed 

The joint resoiution tor the relief of the heirs-at-law of 
Frederick M. Beil, deceased, and 

The bill for the relief of 
Was postponed till this day week. 

The bill tor the retief of the representatives of John B. 
Ashe, the interest being stricken out, was ordered to a 
third reading to morrow. 

The bil for the relief of the representatives of Nathan- 
fel lrisl) was taken up, 

Mr. TALIAFERRO moved to recommit it to the Com- 
mittee ou Revolutionary Claims, which, alter some remarks 
from Mr. ‘T. and Mr. CRAIG, was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives. of 
Captain Samuel Jones, the interest being stricken out,was 
ordered te a third reading to morrow, 

The following were also ordered to a third reading to- 
morrow : 

The bill for the relief of Josiah Strong and Samuel Rem- 
ick ; 

The bill for the relief of James Bailey; 

The bill for the relief of Pamelia Brown; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Gannett; and 

The bill for the retlef of Eliza Causin, daughter and heir 
of Colonel Johu H Causia, deceased, (the amendments 
being first concurred in.) 

The bill tor the reliet of Thomas Harrison was taken up, 
on the report of the Committee of the Whole, to strike out 
the enacting clause. 

Mr. TAYLOR caused the report in the case of Major 
Harrison to be read to the House, and then addressed an 
earnest Argiinent in support at the claim. 

Mr. AYCRIGG had some additional papers read. 

Mr. HAMER made an carnest appeal in behall of Major 
Harrison, and hoped the House would net concur in the 
amendment, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, opposed the claim, not | 


because he had any objection to the claimant, but to the 
principle involved in the claim. 


At this stage the House took its daily recess til half past 
3 o'clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 

Mr. BRONSON moved a call of the House, upon which 
Mr. MERCER demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yens 47, nays 44. 

Soa calt of the House was ordered. 

After the rotl had been called through, 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend ali further proceedings 
in the call; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. MERCER then asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Hall of the House of Representatives, | 
between the hours of vight and ten o'clock a. m..on Tues. | 
day next, be allowed to Dr. Sherwood and Dr. Dwight for | 


the purpose of explaining aud demoustriting the discovery, 
which the former conceives that he has made, of the laws 
which regulate the variation of the magnetic needle, and 


of the means of thence adducing, at any time, bya simple | 


and infallible process, the latitude and longitude of any 
point of the globe. 

The resolution being objected to— 

Mr. BRONSON moved to suspend the rules for the pur 
pose of considering it, Which motion prevailed without a 
division. 


Mr. PROMGOOLE moved to amend the resolution, so | 


that it should read Rotunda, instead of Hall, of the House 
of Representatives; which was not adopted. 
Mr. PETRIKIN said he wished to have the resolution 


the heirs of William Vawter | 


amended, so as to allow Dr. Reilly to introduce his brime 


stone bathe. 


The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to put his 
amendment in writing, 


_ CONGRESSIONAL 


GLOBE. 


v * 
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Mr. PETRIKIN then submitted an amendment to strike | General Arbuckle, containing all the information in the 


ont ** from eight to ten o'clock,’ and to insert from eight 
to nine, and trom nine to ten, for Dr. Reilly é 
vapor bathe.’ 

Mr. STANLEY moved toamend by adding a clause that 
the gentioman should subject himsell to the operation, co 
we to be able to report upon its merits to the House. 
{Meme laughter.) 

There was considerable difficulty experienced by the 
Clerk in aunouncing these amendments to the House in 
consequence of the minh they excited, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was evidently impossible for 
the House to act with propriety upon so grave a subject, 
and in order toallow the House to recover its wonted grav 
ity, he moved thatthe subject be postponed till to morrow. 

The motion to postpone aud the amendments were re- 
jected, and the resolution was passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison being still 
under consideration, 

It was opposed by Messrs. WILLIAMS of Kentneky, 
ALLEN of Vermont, CUSHMAN, HOWARD, and HAR 
LAN, 

And was supported by Messrs. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
TAYLOR, and LINCOLN, 

The question being on concurring with the Committee 
of the Whole in striking out the enacting clause, 

Mr. HARLAN called tor the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, 

Mr. MERCER made some observations ; but the reporter 
could not hear with sufficient distinctness to tell whether 
he advocated or opposed the report. 

The bill was further discussed, in opposition, by Mr. 
EVANS. 

Mr. CUSHING moved the previous question; which was 
ordered. 

And the main question, being on the passage of the bill, 
was then put, and carried in the negative—yeas 56, nays 97. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. HOWARD moved an adjournment; which was re- 


| fused—ay en 55, nows 72. 


The bill for the relief of Ann 8. Heileman was read a 
third time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passage, and they were ordered, 

The bill was opposed by Mr. UNDERWOOD, and sup- 
ported by Messrs. MASON and THOMPSON. 

Mr. MeKENNAN demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question ; which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 109, nays 33. 

So the main question was put, and the bill was passed. 

On motion, the House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, June 15, 1838. 


Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of the trustees of 
the College of Georgetown, D. C., which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of Dr. Sher- 
wood, the inventor of the geometer, an instrument tor dis- 


| covering the latitude, the longitude, and the variation of 


the compass, by the dip of the needie—referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Commefce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 


| reported, without amendment, the joint resolution in favor 


of the authorities of the city of Savannah, Georgia ; and 

On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, and by general consent, 
it was read the second and third times, and passed. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of the heir of 
Edward Buncombe. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported, 
without amendment, the bills trom the House tor the reliet 
of Catharine Rollins, otherwise called Catharine Mosely, 


| and Seth Whiting, and recommended their passage; and 


also reported, Without amendment, the following btils, rec- 
ommending their indefinite postponement: 
The bill tor he reliet of William Smith; 
The bill for the relief of Anu Bloonifield ; 
The bill for the relief of James Franecher; 
The bill tor the reliet of John MeCormick ; 
The bill for the relief of Presley Gray; 
The bill for the retief of William Harper; 
The bill for the relief of Benjamin Price ; 
The bill for the relief of Richard Elliott. 
Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, to which 


and 


| had been referred the bill for the relief of Ephraim Sprague, 


reported the same without amendment. 

The bill to incorparate the Navy-Yard Beneficial Soci- 
ety of the city of Washtngton ; and 

The bill to establish an additional land office in the State 
of Louisiana, were severally taken up and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. — , 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill to create the office of 
Surveyor General of the Public Lands in the State of Michi- 
gan, was taken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and atter a debate, in which Messrs. MORRIS, 
LYON, CLAY of Alabama, PRENTISS, NORVELL, 
KING, WEBSTER, SEVIER, and CLAY of Kentucky, 
took part, 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which motion was rejected. 

Ou motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate took up the 
amendments of the House to the bill to change the times of 
holding the courts of the United States for the ninth cir 
cuit; and also, on motion of Mr. G., the Senate disagreed 
to said amendments, 

On motion ot Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the Senate took 
up the amendments of the House to the bill granting the 
right of preémption to the setilers on the public lands, 

Messrs. WHITE, and CLAY of Alabama, then sub- 
mitted amendments to the amendments; and, on motion 
of the latter, they were ordered to be printed, and, with the 
bill, referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the War De- 
partment, accompanied by copies of letters from Brigadier 


I 


> use his | 








Department relative tothreatened Indian ho-tilities on the 
frontiers of Atkausar—referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The billto authorize the managers of the Washington 
Monument Society to erectea Monument to the memory 
ot George Washingtou ou the public mall being under con. 
sideration, 

Mr. ALLEN inquired of the chairman of the Committee 
for the District of Columbia (Mr. Roane] whether he had 
any information with regard to the means possessed by the 
society for completing this work. 

Mr. ROANE replied that be had been informed that the 
sum collected by the society was $30,000, which was put 
out at interest. 

Mr. ALLEN did not profess to have much information 
on the subject, but he very much questioned whether they 
had not collected as much as $30,000 in the State of Ohio 
alone, and when he understood thatthe sum collected was 
only $30,000 he was thunderstruck, He thought it due to 
the country that this thing should be understood. He wished 


| to know how it was that, after ransacking the country from 


one end to the other, they now came forward with a dec- 
Jaration that they had collected only $30,000, when, he 
firmly believed, they had collected more than that sum in 
his own State. 

Mr. ROANE said that he had no farther information on 
the subject than that he had been informed that the sum 
collected by the society was $30,000. He had asked what 


| would be the probable expense of the mouument, and was 


informed that it would take about one million dollars to 
complete it according to the plan contemplated. 

Mr. BAYARD thought that to ereet the monument on 
the place proposed would destroy the whole plan of the 


) mall, and that, ag far as the prospect was eoucerned, 


nothing could be more unfortunate. Besides, the means 
of the soeiety were very insignificant eompared with the 


| object in view; for, as they had agents all over the United 
| States collecting simultaneously, it was to be presumed 


| employment of agents. 


that they had collected all they were to get. 

Mr. oe Was apprehensive that the remark of the 
Scuator from Ohio might make an impression injarious to 
the character or feelings of gentlemen who were officers 
or directors of the Washington Monument Association, 
He had not the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with 
more than two or three of them; but he was satisfied that 
they were incapable of meriting the imputations impliedly, 
he hoped net intentionally, east upon them by the Senator 
trom Ohio. He presumed that extensive subscriptions lave 
been made to this work, but not yet collected, aud that 
cousiderable expense must have been incurred in the 
As to the loeation of the site, he 
could say nothing; but of this he was certain, that such a 
monument as Was proposed onght tongsinee to have been 
erected tothe memory of the illustrious chief under whose 
guidance this nation had been Jed to victory, liberty, aud 
independence. 

Mr. HUBBARD recollected that when the project of this 
monument was first commenced it was contemplated that 
it was to be completed by the voluntary contributions of 
the citizens of the United States—the Government having 
nothing to do with it whatever. He thought that this ori- 
ginal plan ought to be fully carried out, and that the Pres- 
ident, and the Commissioner of the Publie Buildings oughs 
to have nothing wo do with it. As to the expense, he said, 
judging from the cost of the Bunker Hill monument, the 
$30,000 in the hands of the society would not be enougl 
to lay the foundation. 

Mr. MORRIS, in a few words, expressed his coneurrence 
with the views of the Senator from New Hampshire. He 
thought with his colleague that the publie sbould be in- 
formed how it was that so paltry a sum bad been collected, 
alter the agents of the society had traveled all over the 
Union. The State of Ohio he knew bad contributed lib- 
erally. The county in which he lived was a poor couuty, 
and yet it had contributed upward of $1,000. He himself 
had brought on several hundred of it to the collector in this 
city. The Senator from Michigan (Mr. Norvett) wis 
mistaken in supposing that money might have been sub 
scribed and not paid over. There was uo subscription at 
all. The money must have been paid down betore the 
eontributor could have the honor of having his name taken 
down, There was a sort of enthusiasm on this subject in 
Ohio. The Governor issued his proclamation in favor of 
the undertaking, and the sheriffs volunteered as collectors 5 
and, judging from these tokens, the sum eollected could 
not have fell short of $30,000. He agreed with the Senator 
from New Hampshire that the work should go on without 
Congress having anything to do with it. He hoped the bill 
would be laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN felt bound to make some reply to the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. He seemed to suppose that the ob- 
servations be made might hurt somebody’s feelings. He 
did net eare if they did. He did not Know a solitary man 
belonging to this society, and therefore could not speak 
with a view of injuring them personally. But if telling 
the truth, and expressing his surprise that after thix per- 
feet crusade through the whole continent only $30,000 
had been collected, hurt their feelings, he did not eare 
about patching them up. But he, tor tis part, believed uo 
such story. He considered it a reproach to the liberality 
of the country—a reproaeh to that devotion of feeling which 
every citizen felt for the man who had done so much for 
his Country and whose memory was so warmly eherished. 
He knew that in the immediate neighborhood in which he 
lived there was not one solitary instance that he heard of 
in which application was made toa citizen—man, woman, 
or child—that a donation had pot been promptly given. It 
was difficult to make the people believe that only $30,000 
had been collected after a perfect crusade through the 
whole country; and he was opposed to this indirect mode 
of taxation tor the benefit of individuals. He would vote 
with the boldest hearts here to erect a suitable monument 
to the memory of the Father of his Country—he would vote 
$1,000,000 ; but he considered it a reproach to the coun- 
try to coummence the work with the paltry sum the society 
Oy hed have on hand. 

e have, said Mr. A., no means of knowing anything 
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aboutthis matter. It is an out-door business altogether; 
but as it was brought before the Senate he thought it due 
tothe country thatthe Representatives of the people should 
inquire into the circumstances connected with this ex 
traordinary affair, in order @ put them on their guard. Sir, 
said Mr. A., the public men of this country are inyolved, 
for They bave lent the bigh sanction of their n mes to en 
courage this undertaking. [t was an abuse of the names 
of the honorable and high-minded public men of this coun 
try to say that there was only $3),000 collected. He wished 
to see the facts and figures; and if any one felt himself 
aggrieved let him make astatement, The public press was 
open to him. His State contained seventy uine counties, 
and if the county in which his colleague resided contrib 
uted 31,000 of this $30,000, what is the reason that this 
county contributed more than any ether in the State? And 
why did Olio contribute more than all the rest of the 
Union? tm that proportion, there must have been more 
than a million made up. He hoped that those who felt 
themselves aggrieved would give to the public a statement 
showing the amount collected in the counties of each State, | 
in order that the people of these counties might Know how 
their money was disposed of; and, said Mr. A., [ invite 
them to do it. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved to postpone the bill indefi 
nitely; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate took up the 
bill for the relief of Major General Alexander Macomb, 
and after some remarks from Mr. EH. explaining and advo- | 
eating the bill, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate adjourned. 





| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarorpay, June 16, 1838. 


Mr. PETRIKIN, on leave, submitted the following res- | 
olution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post, 

Roads be instructed to inqnuére into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a mail ronte from Abbington Centre to Provi- | 
dence, in Luzerne county, Peunsylvania. 


On motion of Mr. CHEATHAM, 


spond. Mr. D. could assure him that he had had no inter 
course nor conversation with them on the subject 
after the averment made by the gentleman, Me. D. did hope 
he would permit every other member of the eoumittee, 
Whether present atthe adoption of the re port or not, loan 
sWer the gentleman’s interrogatory. 

Mrs HOWARD joined in the same wish. 


Mr. LEGARE was prepared to answer at once; and he 


| admitted that lhe had never read one of the petitions, 


| from Virginia might do so if he pleased. 


Mr. ADAMS then cited the rule directing the committee 
that it was their “ duty’? to take all imatters referred to them 
into consideration, and proceeded to argue that the com 
mittee had failed in their duty, without looking into these 
papers. 

Mr. A. repeated that he should not now interrogate the 
members of the committee individually, but the gentleman 


Mr. HOWARD again repeated his wish that the gentle- 


; man should do so, and, as far as he might, would insist 


} 
| 
} 
} 
| 


upon it. 
Mr. ADAMS again declined, for the reason above given, 


} and denied that iis question, when propounded yesterday, 


was designed to be personal. His object was to reach the 


|; committee as a committee. 


Mr. A. again commented upon the objectionable course 
of a committee making up its opinion, and sending itforth 


| to the country as its solemn judgment, without examining 


| astep further even than the House 


the materials committed to their examination ; aud put the 
case of a committee reporting Upon a private claim or old 
soldier’s petition in the same manner. It was a part of 
that system of contempt for the right of petition against 
which he had been long contending and endeavoring to 
arrest; but the principles assumed by the committee went 
; tor, with great sol 


| emnity, they received the petitions, but determined not to 


receive them. He asserted that it was equally their duty 
both to receive and to consider, The adverted to the fact 


| that though, for a length of time, the House laid all Texas 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- || 


tablishing a mail route from Standing Rock Post Office, | 
Steuart county, Tennessee, by La Grange and Fair Chance 
Furnaces, to Waverley, Humphreys county, Tennessee ; 
also. the propriety of establishing a mail route the most di- | 
rect line from Charlotte, Tennessee, to Point Mason, on | 
Tennessee river, trom thence to Paris, Tennessee. | 
Ou motion of Mr, CLOWNEY, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- | 
tablishing a route from Union Court-House to the Lime- | 
stone Springs, in Spartansburg district, by the way of Han- | 
ecockville, South Carolina, | 
Mr. INGHAM asked leave to submit a resolution fixing 
Thursday next for the consideration of some bills of avery | 
important character, reported from the Committee on Na- | 
val Affairs. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that the gentleman ought 
to have cenfidence enough in the House to kuow that 


every measure of a public nature would be acted on by it. || 


Mr. . therefore objected to the resolution, because he | 
objected to any special orders, especially as it was compe- 
tent for a majority to take up the public business. 

Mr. INGHAM replied that he had as mueh confidence | 


in the House as any one, but he knew very well thatit was || 


notevery matter of public importance that could always be 
reached without a special order; moreover, as a number | 
of special orders had already been adopted, he hoped one 
day, at least, would not be too much to ask for naval bills. 
He therefore moved a suspension of the rules. 

Some conversation here ensued as to the order of busi- 
ness, Which was arrested by Mr. INGHAM withdrawing | 
his motion for the present. 

TEXAS. | 

The House resumed the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing hour, being the report of the Committee on Foreign | 
Affairs on the subject of Texas, as heretofore printed. 

Mr. CUSHING had moved, some days since, to recom- 
mit the subject, with instructions. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, moved the follow- | 
ing amendment thereto: | 

Suike out all after the word ‘instructions,’ and insert 
as follows: “To report a joint resolution, diregting the 
President to take the proper steps for the annexation of 
‘Texas to the United States as soon as it can be done eon- 
sistently with the treaty stipulations of this Government. ”’ 

Mr. ADAMS, on yesterday, moved the following amend- | 
ment to the amendment: & | 

Strike outafterthe word “instructions,” and insert: “To 

| 


| 


report a resolution in the words following: Resolved, That 
the power of annexing the people of any independent for- 
eign State to this Union is a power not delegated by the 


Constitation of the United States to their Congress, or to || 


any department of their Government, but referred to the | 
people; that any attempt by act of Congress, or by treaty, | 
to annex the republie of Texas to this Union would be a 


Usurpation of power, unlawful and evil, which it would be || - 


the right and duty of the free people of the Union to resist | 
and annul.” | 
Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, proceeded 
to address the House, and insisted that the refusal of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE to respond to the inquiry, whether the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs had read ail the resolutions, me- 
morials, &c., against the anuexation, was tantamount to an 
admission that they had not. 
pound the same inquiry to each individual member of the 
committee, but he would abstain from doing so, as some 
of the members of that committee might find it difficult to 
decide between their obligations to duty aud party consid- 
erations. 
Mr. DROMGOOL# interposed, and begged the gentle- 
man to permitevery other member of that committee to re- | 
' 
‘ 


Mr. A. had*intended to pro- || 


petitions on the table, yet they at length sent one, thereby 
expressing his sense that the subject was one requiring the 
consideration of its committee. The gentleman from Ma 


-__ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


t} 


; but, | 


ryland had given it as his opinion that this was an act of | 


inadvertence on the part of the House; for before that 

they were all laid on the table. Mr. A. in reply, adverted 

to other papers seut since ; bat had not concluded, when 
The CHAIR announced the orders of the day. , 
Mr. WILLTTLESEY, of Ohio, then moved a reconsid- 


eration of the vote by which the bill for the relief of the | 
heirs of Thomas P. Harrison was rejected yesterday, the | 


further consideration of which was postponed till Friday 
next. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay that motion on the table, 
but subsequently withdrew it. 


Mr. SHIELDS moved to take up the Tennessee land bill, | 


but the House refused—ayes 67, noes 56, not two thirds. 


STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 


Mr. CUSHMAN also made an ineffectual effort to call 
up the two bills in relation tosteam explosions. 

Mr. BIDDLE said this was a question of such vital im- 
portance, affecting the lives of all who traveled by steam 
conveyance, that he was compelled to ask forthe yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 121, nays 57. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House went into 
committee, Mr. Mercer in the chair. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the committee took up the 


bill authorizing the appointment of persons to test the | 


usefulness of inventions to improve and render safe the 
boilers of steam engines against explosions.” 

The third section of the bill was as follows : 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That, to carry into 


| effect the foregoing objects, there be, and hereby is, appro- 


| 
} 
| 
} 
j 
} 
j 
| 
| 
j 


| 
| 


priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of 36,000; and so much thereof as 
shall be necessary for the above purposes shall be subject 
to their order, to defray such expenses as shall be incurred 
by their direction, including the sum of $300 to each for 
his personal services and expenses: Provided, however, 
Aud their accounts shall be settled at the ‘Treasury in the 


|| Same manner as those of other public agents. 


Mr. CUSHMAN, under instructions of the Committee 


on Commerce, moved so to amend the section as to givea | 


compensation of eight dollars a day for every day employed ; 
which was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the above bill, as 
amended, to the House, and it then went into Committee 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mercer in the chair,} on 
the * bill to provide for the better security of the lives of 
passengers on board of vessels propelled in whole er in 
part by steam.” 

The bill having been read, e 

Mr. THOMAS submitted an amendment; which was 
agreed to, and the bill was discussed at Jength, on its de- 
tails and principles, by Messrs. THOMAS, CORWIN, 


RANDOLPH, TILLINGHAST, BIDDLE, HOFFMAN, | 
| LEGARE, HAMER, HOWARD, EVANS, and SER- | 


GEANT. 

Several amendments were offered and voted upon pro 
forma; but before coming to any final decision, 

The House took the usual recess at 2 o’clock. 


» 





EVENING SESSION. 


At half past two the Speaker took the chair, and the 
House again resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Davee in the chair) on the steamboat bill. 

Mr. RANDOLPH wished to make the bill as perfect as 
possible before it should be reported. He moved an amend 
ment the effeet of which was to restrict the obligation to 
keep a fire engine on board the boats to boats propelled 
by high-pressure engines. This was inteuded to create a 
local distinetion between the boats on the western waters 
and those plying between neighboring cities. 
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memorials upon the sabject which had been sent to the 
House from New Jersey, Xe. 
Exceptions to this amendment were taken by Messrs. 


FILLMORE, MARVIN, and ROBINSON, and it was 
rejected. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved the following amendment 

* Provided, That nothing tin this act « tatned shall be 
held te apply to steamboats employed ta plying between a 
port or place in any State to another port or place in the 
same State, and net engaged in commerce with any tor 
etm nation, or atmong the several States, or te any raon 
owning of navigating such steamboat, or eimp) doon 


board the same.”? 

Mr. R. had ne great confidence in the power of Jeqista 
tion to reach this ease: but he was willing that all that 
could be should be doue by ¢ within the limits of 
theirconstitutional authority He offered this amendment 


ongress, 


| to protect the rights of the States against the Interference 


of the Federal Government 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made some remarks in opposition 
to this view of the question, and was replied to briefly by 
Mr. ROBERTSON. The latter denied the right of Con 
gress to regulate commerce in the different States of the, 
Union. 


Mr. SERGEANT proposed an amendment to the anend- 


|} ment offered by Mr. Rowerrson, so as to render the law 


| applicable to such steamboats as arc under the jurisdietion 





He did this | 


of the haws of the United States. 

Mr. POPE begged gentlemen to forget fora moment that 
they were lawyers, and not file special demurrers, and 
pleas, and bills of exception, bu® pass this very impor 
tant and useful bill pretty much as it was reported. He 
showed that this process of holding boats to the jurisdle 
tion of the different States in which they uavigule was 
likely to be fullof embarrassment and difficulty, especially 
with regard to boats that ply through the waters of several 
States. He hoped the bill would be passed in the form ta 
which it had been reported. 

Mr. BIDDLE and Mr. HAMER opposed the amendment 
to the amendment very briefly. 

Mr. TOUCEY urged that there were three kinds of com- 
meree with regard to which Congress had a right to legis- 
late: Ist. Commerce with toreign nations; 2d. Commerce 
between the States; and 3d. Commerce with the Indian 
tribes. There then was, 4th, contmerce within the States, 
with which Congress had no right to intertere by legis 
lation. He would be in favor of an amendment to this 
effect; and offered such a one. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said that Congress had long exer- 
cised a control over coasting navigation. 

Mr. ROBINSON stated that all veseels over twenty tons 
were subject to the control and legistation ef Congress, 


| and sailed under a license imposed by a law of the United 


States. 

Mr. MENEPFEE cited the opinion of the Supreme Court 
in the celebrated case of Ogden vs. Gibbons, in support of 
those general views of the power of Congress over naviga- 
tion, as an incident to commerce, 

Mr. NOYES suggested that a single tine, added to the 
first section of the bill, so as to restrict the operation of the 
bill to such vessels as are required to lave license under 
the laws of the United States, would answer all the par 
poses. And he had read at the Clerk’s table an anmend 
ment which. when in order, he would move totiat effet, 

Mr. MENEFEE defended and sustained the applicabtl- 
ity of the opinion of Judge Marshall, (above cited,) to which 
he bad before referred, to the quettion under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. SERGEANT here withdrew his amendment to the 
amendment of Mr. Ropertson, in consequence of the 
movers aecepting the modification proposed by Mr. ‘Tou- 
CEY to the same effeet. 

Mr. THOMAS would be more willing to support the 
amendment thus modified rather than as originally moved. 
But he thought the whole amendment unuecessary and 
supererogatory. 

Mr. ROBERTSON replied to such objections as had been 
taken to his amendment. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD adverted to the requisition upon the 
boats which the bill provides to carry a suction-hose and 
a fire engine; and he proposed to strike out the ninth sec 
tion of the bill, Which contains that requisition. 

Mr. THOMAS was of opinion that this section ought to 
be stricken from the bill. 

Mr. BIDDLE concurred in this view; and the amend- 
ment prevailed without a division. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved an amendment, striking out the 
minimum of the punishment imposed, s0 as to leave it 
more discretionary with the court to graduate the purish- 
ment to comparatively venal offenses; and the amend- 
ment prevailed. 

Some other verbel amendments were offered, adopted, 
or rejected, on motion of differeat members. 

Mr. CHILDS, of New York, offered an amendment, 
which was adopted; and Mr. DUNN ard Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD each offered amendments, which were rejected. 

Mr. GRAY moved an amendment to the eightli section, 80 
as to name the lakes to which that provision is to apply. 
The amendment prevailed. 

Mr. HAMER moved that the committee rise and report 
the bili to the House; which motion prevailed; and. the 
bill and amendments being reported, 

Mr. EVANS moved that the bill and amendments, offered, 
and to be offered, be printed ; which motion prevailed. 

The House then ordered to a third reading the bill from 
the Committee of the Whole, to appoint a board to test the 
practicabilty of inventions to prevent the explosions of 
steamboat boilers. The bill was read a third tine, and 
passed. ; : 4 

Several Senate bills were then taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read twice, and referred. ' 

Several private bills, on their third reading, were then 
read, and passed. 

Mr. MITCHELL moved that the House do now adjourn; 
which motion (at a quarter past 6 o’clock) prevailed. 


in accordance with the statements contained in certain So the House adjourned. 
« 


Ls Le SEE 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, June 16, 1858. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials from sun 
dry cittzeus of the city and county of Philadeiphia, re 
questing Congress, without delay, to pass the Independent 
Treasury bili; latdon the table, 

Mr, NORVELL, trom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claus, reported several bills trom the House that had been 
referred to that committer, without amendment, 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on loreign Ke 


lations, to Which had been relerred the bill fromthe House | 


providing for the setiement of the accounts of Richard 
Harrison, jate commercial agent for the United States in 
Spain, reported the same withoutamendment, recommend 
bug iis piasenge 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to which was relerred the bill from the House making an 
appropaction fora compiletion of the laws passed by the 
‘Terrtowal Legislature of Florida, reported the same with 
out amendment. 


The bills trom the House for the relief of the heirs of | 
Colonel Franeis Vigo, deceased, and for the relief of the | 


relrs-at law of Captain Frederick M. Beall, deceased, 
were severally read twice, and referred. 

The bill to establish an additional land office in the State 
of Louisiana, and 

‘The bill to incorporate the Navy- Yard Beneficial Society 
of the city of Washington, were severally read the ubird 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the Secretary of the Navy 
Was directed to communicate tothe Senate the proceed 
jugs of a court martial at Gosport on the case of Captain 
William Ramsay of the Navy. 

On motion of Mr. SMIUTU, of Indiana, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to establish a surveyor 
general's office tor the State ot Michigan. 

Mr. PRENTISS temporarily withdrew bis amendment 
requiting the ficid-notes and other documents relating to 
surveys to be deposited, when the duties of the land office 
should terminate, with the Secretanes of State of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan, respectively. 


Mr. SMITH. of Ludiana, then offered a substitute for | 


the bill, providing for the removal of the present surveyor 
general’s office for Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, from 
Cincinnati toe Michigan City,in Indiana. Mr. 8.'s substi- 
tute aleo embraced Mr. Prentiss’s above amendment as 
a second section to the bill. 

Mr. NOKVELL moved to strike out “ Michigan City, 


tn Indiana,” irom this substitute, and insert “ Detroit, in | 


Michigan.” 


This question being divided, the motion to strike out | 


Was curried—ayes 17, noes 10. 


Mr. NORVELL then withdrew his motion 
* Detroit.’? 


to insert 


Atter some remarks from Messrs. TIPTON, LYON, and 


NORVELL, 


Mr. TIP'TON moved to fill the blank with the city of | 


St. Josephs. 
Mr. ALLEN, after some remarks, proposed to fill the 
blank with the town of Toledo, in Ohio, 


On taking the question, Mr. ‘Tipron’s motion was car- 
rled—yeur 27, nnys 4; as follows: 
YEAS—Meassre. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clay of Ala- 


bama, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, | 


Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Pres 


ton, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 


Smith of tudiana, Strange, Swilt, Tipton, Trottier, White, 
and Young— 27. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, and Buchanan 
—_ 

Messrs. LYON and NORVELL addressed the Senate in 
favor of the bill, and contended for the necessity of creat- 
ing a surveyor’s office for Michigan, and for abolishing such 
Offices as may from time to time become useless, 


Messrs. CLAY, of Kentucky, and LUMPKIN opposed 


the bill, contending that the office was unnecessary and 


urging the adoption of the amendment. 
After some remarks from Mes-rs. 
SMITH of Indiana, and TIPTON, the question was put 


NORVELL, LYON, | 


on concurring with the amendment as amended, simply | 


requiring the removal of the office trom Cincinnati to St 

Josephs ; and it was lost—yens 19, nays 19, as follows: 
YEAS—Mersrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 

Clayton, Davis, Lumpkin, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Pres- 


ton, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, | 


Strange, Switt, Tipton, and White—19. 

NAYS—Meesrrs Allen. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulon, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Trotter, Wright, and Young—19. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to lay the bill on the 


Lyon, | 


table, with a view to prepare an amendment for abolishing | 


old tand offices When no longer required. 

This motion was adopted—yeas 36, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Allen, Bayard, Renton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuth- 
bert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norve}l, 
Presion, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Con 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, and Wright—34 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, 
Trotter, and Young—6. 


PREEMPTION BILL. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill with the amendments referred to 
them, granting preémption to settlers on the public binds, 
with recommendations that the amendmentot Mr. Ware 
to the amendment of the House, relating te Choctaw res- 
ervations, be adopted, and that the amendments of the 
House. so amended, be then concurred in. 

Mr. Warre’s amendment was accordingly agreed to. 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, who expressed a wish 
slightly to modify one of the amendments of the other 


Ss : 
| qnently taken up, the amendments of the House farther 


CO 
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| modified, and concurred in by the Senate. 


After which the bill, at the instance of Mr. HUBBARD, 
wae again litdon the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for the 
reliel of Major Alexander Macomb. 


The question at issue on this bill was understood to be | 


GLOBE. 


whether or nota brigadier general, being a major general | 


by brevet, should, when bis command merely exeeeded a 
brigade, without amounting to a full division, receive the 
pay ot bis brevet rank, 

The bill, at much length. was opposed by Messrs BUCH 
ANAN. CALHOUN, PRENTISS, NICHOLAS, and 
WHITE, and advocated by Messrs. HUBBARD and 
STRANGE. 

On the question of its engrossment for a third reading, 
the vote stood as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clayton, Hubbard, 
Lyon. Norvell, Preston, Strange, and Tallmedge—9y. 

NAY S—Meesrrs. Allen. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay ef Ala- 
bama, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, McKean, Mouton, Nicho- 
Ins, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Rybinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swilt, Tipton, 
Trotter, White, and Young—23. 

So the bill was rejected, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 18, 1838. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the motion of Mr. Hopkins 


to reconsider the vote by which one branch of a memorial || 
of Francis P. Blair was referred to aseleet committee 5 and |! 


the question of reconsideration being propounded, the vote 
Was-- ayes 47, noes 393 no quorum. 

Mr. WHIT'TLESEY, of Ohio, suggested that the subject 
be postponed for the present, Lo permit petitions lo be pre- 
sented. 

Mr. ‘THOMAS expressed a hope that the House would 
dispose of this question now. Charges of a grave char- 
acter had been made against the editor of the Globe toueh- 


ing his conduct as a public officer aciing as a printer to this | 


House. His character in other respects had been impli 
cated. Some of these charges, as Mr. ‘T. understood, had 
been countenanced by statements published in the public 
journals having the sanction of members of this House. 


| Mr. Blair, the person thus implicated, has appealed to this 


House to have the truth of these matters inquired into. 
Mr. ‘I’. thonglit that the House ought forthwith to organize 
the proper committee, that the subject might be fully ex- 
amined before the session closed. Such a course was due 
to the citizen Who had appealed to us for justice. It was 
due to these by whom these charges were made; and to 


the public, interested in the character of a public press,of 


wide circulation and extended influence over public opin- 
ion. 


It was not to be supposed that we should have betore | 


ns to day a petition better entitied to our prowpt consider | 


ation, and there could, therefore, be no good reason for 
postponing this petition to consider others. 


Mr. McKAY made a brief statement of the elaim of 


Blair & Rives.as set forth in the memorial of Mr. Blair. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachusetts, called for the read 
ing of the memorial, which, having been done, 

Mr. McKAY proceeded with the statement deduced 
from the memorial. 

Mr. HOPKINS opposed the reference of the proposed 
branch of the memorial to a select committee, but advo 


cated the reterence, if referred at all, to the Post Office | 


Committee, 
Mr. BRIGGS also contended that the whole subject was 


within the province, and especially belonging to the duties | 


of the same committee, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, presuming that every gentleman was 
prepared to vote, moved the previous question, but with- 
drew it at the reqaest of 

Mr. CROCKE'TT, who said he believed the whole was 
a maneuver onthe part of the memorialist to get his iniqui 
ties whitewashed, and therefore Mr. C. wished some ref- 
erence given to the subject. 

Mr. C. then made a siatement in reference to the publi- 
cation of a private letter of his in reply to an impertinent 
and insulting letter to himself from some individual in 
Tennessee, whom Mr. ©. denounced as destitute of, and 
lost to, every sense of propriety and common decency. 


Mr. ©. declared that he had stated nothing in that letter | 


which he did not then, and now, believe to be true, with 


regard to Mr, Benton’s and Mr. Cactnoon’s speeches; and | 


he reiterated that hundreds of thousands of * extra Globes’ 
were sent gratuitously to his district and other parts of the 
country, franked by public officers of the Government, Mr. 
C. animadverted =till further, with great severity, upon 
what he termed the “insult? he had received in the letter 
written to him by the individual in question, who was a 
member of the Tennessee Legislature, and also upon the 
general course of the Globe. He concluded, in pursuance 
of his pledge, by renewing the motion for the previous 
question. 

The motion was seconded by the House, 78 to 57; and 
the main question being ordered thereon— 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked for the yeas 
and nays; which, being ordered, were 105 to 93. 

So the motion was reconsidered. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved to refer that portion of the 
memorial on the post office claim to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and the remainder to the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures. 

Mr. THOMAS addressed the House for some time in 
favor of the investigation asked for by the memorialist, as 
dne to the country, to the individual whose conduct had 
been assailed, and due also to those who had brought the 
allegations. [le was, therefore, in favor of a select com- 
mittee, 

Mr. CARTER remarked upon what he termed the ex- 
traordinary incousistency of gentlemen now advocating a 
reference to a select committee, who had heretofore al- 


| Ways Gpposed such references, even when the standing 
House, the bill was temporarily laid on the table, subse- || committees had, a vast mass of business before them, 





| 
| 


| jects under their charge. 











whereas now they had got through with most of the sub- 
Mr. C. said that though he should 
vote tor the reference toa select committee. it was the less 
necessary On the ground that tbe main facts were notori- 


| ous, such as a tariff apon the Office holders, in the way of 


contributions, to subserve party parposes, and pay for 
Globes, &e. Mr. 8. also stated, among other things, that 
the public clerks were employed for the parpose of fotd- 
ing aud directing speeches aud documents to inundate the 
country. 

Mr. TITUS wished the gentleman from Tennessee to 
explain. The honorable gentleman had charged the offi- 
ecrs of the Government with employing the clerks in the 
public service to fold documents with which to inundate 
the country. He desired to know if the gentleman frony 
‘Tennessee intended to embrace in that charge some two 
or three handred thousand of the speeches of Mr. Wen- 
STER, Which had been procured trom the city of New 
York and ordered by his political trieuds in Congress to be 
folded at the publie expense, and which had actually beer 
folded at the public expense ? 

Mr. BOND went into a number of statements of abuses, 
which he specified, and reterred to facts to sustain them, 
Mr. CUSHMAN hoped the subject would be fully inves 
tigated, and, to test the sense of the House, he demanded 

the previous question. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, asked the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion, to enable him to extend the scope 
of the inquiry to the present printer of the House. 

Mr. CUSHMAN at first declined, but subsequently with 
drew it, and pa 

Mr. Mc KAY accepted Mr. GaRvaNnp’s instructions as a 
modifieation of his motion to reter the subjeet to a select 
committees, 

Mr. THOMAS made a few remarks in rejoinder to 
Messrs. CARTER and Bona, when the previons question 
was seconded—ayes 95, noes 40; and the main question 
being ordered, 

That part ef the memorial involving the elaim was re- 
ferred to the Post Office Committee, and that praying for 
an investigation into the accounts fer public printing was 
not referred to the Commitive on Public Expenuditures— 


| ayes &9. noes 89, a tie, the Chair voting in the negative. 


The question recurcing on referring this branch of the 
memorial to a select Commitiee, 

Mr. KEED asked for the yeas and nays thereon, which 
were ordered, 

Mr. REED moved a call of the House: rejected without 
a division. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, called fora division of 
the que-tion, so as to divide thatol commituent from the 


instructions; and the vote on reference-to a select com- 


| mittee was—yeas 10L, nays 1005 as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Audrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 


| Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 


Buchanan, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleve- 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushisan, De Graff, 


| Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, tsaac Fletcher, 


Foster, Fry, Gatlup, James Garland, Grant, Hatley, Uaim- 
mond, Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Uolt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, William HU. Hunter, Thomas B. Jack- 


| son, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Jolin-ou, Nathaniel Jones, 


John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kiigensmitit, beadbet- 
ter, Logan, Loomis, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 


| Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, MeClare, Miller, 


Moutgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samael W. Morris, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Payuter, Penny backer, Petrikin, Phelps. Pickens, Plumer, 
Potter, John H. Prentiss, Reily; Rhett, Richardson, Rives, 
Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Taylor, ‘Thoms, ‘Titus, ‘Tou- 
evy, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 


| ster, Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell 
| —10l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander. Heman Allen, Ay- 


| crigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cathoun, 
| John Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheat- 


ham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, 
Darlington, Daw-on, Davies, Deberry, Denuix, Dunn, Ev- 


| erett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, 


Goode, J. Graham, W. Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, 


| Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes}Heury, Herod, Jen 
| iter, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Lincoln, 





Lyon, Marvin, Maury, May ,.MeKennan, Menefee, Miliigan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reneher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Ch = Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Siade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, ‘Faliaferro, Tillinghast, 
‘Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, C. H. 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—100. 

So that bran@h of the memorial was referred to a select 
committee, 


[Just as the Chajr had announced the result, Mr. Berrne 
rose and stated thft his name was not recorded, though he 
was understood to say that he bad voted in the affirmative ; 
but it was decided to be too late to make the correction, or 
allow the gentleman te vote.) 

The question was then tiken on the instructions, and 


| decided in the affirmative—yeas 195, nay 1. 


The committee was ordered to consist of five members, 

Mr. GRANT then asked leave to submit a resolution set- 
ting apart to-morrow for the consideration of the two har- 
bor bills. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, and asked for 
the yeas and ways, Which were relused, and the House re- 
fused to suspend. 

Petitions aud memorials were then called for in the order 
of Territories find States, and were presented as follows : 

Mr. YELL presented several petitions for Mr. DowNine, 
of Florida. 

By Messrs. HAMER, GOODE, KI 
CHANEY, of Ohio. 

Mr. KILGORE presented the memorial of a convention 
of delegates from the banks of Obio, praying the repeal or 
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modification of the law which prohibits the receipt 


in payment of duties to the Government of the 
bills of such banks as have issued notes of a less 
denomination than five dollars since the 4th of 
July, 1836,.and moved its reference to a Select 
committee, 

Mr. GUSHMAN moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

This motion having preference under the rules 
of the House, 

Mr. KILGORE moved to amend the motion 


by instructing the committee to report a bill in 


conformity with the prayer of the memorialists. | 


This giving rise to debate, 

The SPEAKER announced that the subject 
would lie over under the rules. 

On motion of Mr. KILGORE, the memorial 
was then ordered to be printed. 


Mr. J. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee. 


[Mr. Josern L. WititaMs presented the me- 
morial of anumber of the citizens of Knox coun- 
ty, Tennessee, praying Congress to ajipropriate 
the public lands of the United States within the 
limits of Tennessee, south and west of the con- 
gressional reservation line, to the improvement of 


the navigation of those portions of the Holston | 
and ‘Tennessee rivers which are within the limits | 


of said State—referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands.] 

Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of South Carolina. 

Mr. 8S. WILLIAMS, of Kemucky. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, of Virginia. 

Messrs. PE TRIKIN, NAYLOR, McKEN- 
NAN, POTTER, BEATTY, HAMMOND, and 
PAYNTER, of Pennsylvania. 

{[Mr. Perrikin presented a petition signed by 
a number of highly respectable citizens of Colum- 
bia county, Pennsylvania—one of them a bank 


director—praying Congress to inquire into the | 
connection of members of Congress with banks, 


either as stockholders, officers of banks, or debt- 
ors to the banks; and moved that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. ° 


Mr. Hlammonp presented a memorial from cit- | 


izens of the ety and county of Philadelphia, |) same has been done conformably to law ; aud whether any 


| and what change can be made for the public good. 


requesting the discontinuance of banks as depos- 
itories of public funds. 


Mr. Paynter presented three memorials, nu- | 


merously sigued by the citizens of the city and 


county of Philadelphia, asking the speedy pas- | 


sage of the Independent Treasury bill—referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to which the Independent Treasury bill 
was referred,] 


Mr. YORKE, of New Jersey. 


of New York. 
Mr. TOUCEY, of Connecticut. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 


Messrs. CUSHING, GRENNELL, ADAMS, | 
PHILLIPS, LINCOLN, and BRIGGS, of Mas- | 


sachusetts, 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 


(Mr. J. W. Witiiams presented the petition | 


of M. L. Atkinson and one hundred and sixty- 


four others, students of Dartmouth College, to | 
rescind the resolution of the 27th December and | 


permit the memorials of the people to be heard.]} 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, of Maine. - 
The House then took its daily recess. 





EVENING SESSION. 


The House met at half-past three o’clock, ac- | 
cording to the order, and went into Committee of | 


the Whole for the consideration of the bill to es- 
tablish certain post routes and discontinue others. 

The sections of the bill were read in order, ac- 
cording to the States in which the routes were 
located, and various amendments were proposed, 


of merely local interest, occupying nearly the | 


whole session. , 


Mr. HOPKINS moved an amendment, appro- 
priating $225,000 to carry into effect the provis- | 


ions of the bill. 


Mr. H. alluded to the condition of the Post | 


Office Department, and said that owing to the 
extension of facilities to the country, and the ex- 
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traordinary embarrassments of the times, it would 


‘| be impossible to establish new routes from the 
present resources of the office; and it might even || 
be hecessary to discontinue somegf those already | 
established if aid were not granted from the Treas- | 


ury. He should be opposed to the passage of 


the bill unless means were afforded to cart y it inte | 


effect. 


Mr. WISE objected to the appropriation, and | 


alluded to the reports of the Postmaster General, 
with an allegation that they were inconsistent 
and contradictory. The first report, he said, 
stated the Department was in debt near half a 
million dollars, 


mencement of this one, stated that the Postmas- 
ter General could sustain his Department upon 
his own resources, and that he needed no aid from 
the Treasury. 
be that this appropriation was necessary. He 
was inclined to believe that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was hoarding his resources to be used for 
electioneering purposes, and he would not trust 
this sum of money to him to be used for elee- 
tioneering purposes; for the application of it to 
the creation of new post routes was promissory, 
and not obligatory. 

The debate was briefly and incidentally con- 
tinued tll a quarter past eight o’clock, when, 
without coming to any decision, the committee 
rose and reported progress; and 

The House adjourned. 


COMMITTEE ON TILE PETITION OF F. P. BLAIR. 
Mr. McKay, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Tuomas, Mr. 
Hamer, Mr. HorrMman. 


The following is the order under which the 
above committee was appointed: 


Ordered, That so much of the memorial of Francis P. 


| Blair as invites a scrutiny of all his accounts for work 
| executed for Congress and the public offices be referred to 
| aselect committee, with instructions to inquire into the 


inanner in which the public printing for Congress and the 
Executive Departments has been executed; whether the 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 18, 1838. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented six memorials 


from the citizens of Philadelphia county and 
|| city, urging the propriety of immediately passing 
|| the sub-Treasury bill, and manifesting a strong 


Messrs. JONES, TITUS, and HOFFMAN, | 


indisposition to the establishment of a United 
States Bank: laid on the table. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying that no interna- 
tional copy-right law may be passed: referred to 
the Committee on Patents. 

Also, a petition from certain citizens of the 
District of Columbia, praying that a diplomatic 
agent may be sent to Hayti,and commercial reg- 
ulations entered into with that republic: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of the 
widow of Roger Alden, of the revolutionary 
army, praying a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
vill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehaalt Delassus, 
late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of the district 
of Baton Rouge, in West Florida, reported the 
same with an amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Shob-ba-nies, a 
Pottawatomie Indian, asking confirmation of a 
grant of land: concurred in, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary’ Claims, reported the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the relief of the 


legal representatives of Lathrop, without 
amendment. 


Mr. PRENTISS moved to recommit the bill 








The second report Stated, that, | 
a8 if by a magic wand, order had been brought | 
_ out of confusion and solvency fram bankruptcy. | 
| The report at the called session, or at the com- | 


If all this was true, how could it | 
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rom the House of Representatives, for the relief 


of James H. Bradford, which bad been adversely 

reported on; which was agreed to, ; 
Mr. SEVIER, from the Commitee on Private 

Land Claims, t» which had been referred the res- 


| olution of the Legislature of Arkansas, praying 


the passage of a law authorizing patents to be 
issued for lands confirmed under Spanish grants, 
was instructed by said committee to ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was coneurred in, 

Mr. TALLMADGE asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to bring in a bill to abolish im- 
prisonment for debt in certain cases. He had 
hoped thatthe Committee on the Judiciary would 
have presented a bill for that purpose, but he was 
aware that there might be a difference of opimion 
as to its adoption. He alluded to the strange 
anomaly which existed on this subjectin New 
York; where, though the citizen is exempt from 
imprisonment for debt by the laws of the State, 
he is incarcerated under process from the United 
States courts, and where the subject has been 
deemed worthy the presentment of a grand jury. 
Mr. T. appealed to the Senate to unite with bim 
to wipe this foul blot from the statute-books of 
the nation, 

Mr. GRUNDY, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, expressed his willingness 
to act on it with as little delay as possible. He 
felt strongly inclined to favor the measure, though 
the consent of the Senate might be obtamed to 
act on it withouta reference. ‘he bill was short, 
and provided only for those States where impris- 
onment for debt was already abolished. 

The bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
certain cases having been read, 

Mr. TALLMADGE said some Senators had 
suggested that it had better be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. The bill was accord- 
ingly referred. 

The northeastern boundary question was then 
called up by Mr. BUCHANAN, who addressed 
the Senate at length,and was followed by Messrs. 
DAVIS and WILLIAMS. 

At five o’clock the Senate went into executive 
session, and then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, June 19, 1838. 

Petitions were, on leave, presented by 
ADAMS and Mr. FRY. 

(Mr. Fry presented sundry memorials from cit- 
izens of the city and county of Philadelphia, very 
numerously signed, praying for the passage of 
the Independent Treasury bill. Said memoriais 
were,on Mr. F.’s motion, committed to the same 
Committee of the Whole to which was committed 
the said bill, and ordered to be printed. ] 


TEXAS. 
Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit a resolu- 


tion calling on the President for certain resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Mississij pi. 

Objection being made, Mr, A. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, on which the vole was—yeas 
only fifty-five; so that the motion did not pre- 
vail, 

Mr. A. then made a request to the delegation 
from Mississippi for a copy of the paper. 

Mr. A. resumed his remarks on the report of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of Texas, under the motions to recommit with 
instructiona, as given in Saturday evening’s 
Globe. Mr. A. continued during the residue of 
the hour, and gave way, without concluding, to 
the call by Mr. CamBrecene for the orders of 
the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings, transmitting a report of the expendi- 
tures on the Treasury building during the past 

ear. 

4 On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the W hole on 
the state of the Union, Mr. Connor in the chair. 


Mr. 
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Mr. CA MBRELENG moved the considera- oe 
tion of the Lill to provide for the collection, safe- | 
keeping, wansfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue, 

Mr. SERGEANT moved the harbor bill; 
which, he said, it was very important should be 
acted upon. It would not, he believed, consume 
much time, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it must 
be obvious that the bill he had moved, being the 
only debatable measure remaining for the present, 
had better be disposed of first, after which the 
regular business might be proceeded with, | 

j 


The question being taken on the first motion, 
by tellers,and there being 132 voting for it, more | 
than a majority of the whole House, the Inde- | 
pendent Treasury bill was accordingly taken up, | 
and having been read through by the Clerk, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, who was of or aye en- | 
titled to the floor, gave way, at his request, 

Mr THOMPSON, of South Carolina, ie 
moved the following substitute: 

Strike out all after the words ** Be it enacted,’’ 
&e,, and insert, ** That all dues to the Govern- | 
ment shall hereafter be collected in gold and sil- 
ver coin, Treasury notes of the United States, and | 
the notes of sound, specie-paying banks, under 
such regulations and restrictions as may be pre- 
scribed by act of Congress, or by the Secretary | 
of the Provided, That no bank 
shall be received,as aforesaid ,except such as the | 


Treasury: notes 


bank of deposit shall agree to receive and credit 


as cash. 
2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to 


select as special depositories of the public funds, 
and at such places as may be necessary, sound, 
specie-paying banks, preferring, in all cases where 


such exist, banks owned in whole or in part by |} 


the States in which the same are situated, 
3. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary be, 


and ne is hereby, directed to contract with the | 


banks selected as depositories aforesaid, for the | 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue, on such terms, and for such com- 
pensation, as he may deem right and proper; 
stipulating im all cases, under such guarantees as | 
he may think ee 
deposited with said banks shall be in no case used 

in their business, nor otherwise used but in pay- 

ment of drafts from the ‘Treasury. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, then said he 
would, with leave of the gentleman from New | 


York, submita motion which, without the resort | 
to any amendment or substitute, would test the 
sense of the House on the meritsof the bill. He | 
moved to strike out the enacting clause. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG then addressed the com- | 
mittee as tollows: 
Mr. C. said he would not detain the committee | 
long, as the bill under consideration was accom- 
panied by a detailed report on its provisions and | 
principles. Indeed, any extensive argument in 
support of the measure had been rendered un 
necessary by recent events, 
away almost every material objection hitherto | 
urged against It. 
The sub-Treasury, as it is called, or the col- 
lection, keeping, aud disbursement of the public 
revenue by our own officers, was established by 
the suspension of the banks in May, 1837. When | 
we assembled in September last it was proposed 
to regulate the Treasury by particular laws ap- | 
plicable to its actual condition. ‘The measure was 
immediately and fiercely resisted as an alarming 
innovation, calculated to ruin trade, de ‘stroy the 
banks, and to break up the foundations of civil 
socie ty. Such was the panic language uttered 
here during the late extra session, and spread 
throughout the land. This desolating measure, 


which had swept || nation than five dollars, they should anxiously | 


| desire the passage of the bill; 
| visions effectually repeals the restriction in the 


that the public funds |} & ces 
: I || States,and most of the other banks acting in con- 


that their notes are not | 


the sub-Treasury, has now been in full opera- || 


tion for more than thirteen months. Trade has 
recovaged from the lowest point of depression, 
confidence is restored, and the banks have re- 
sumed specie payments at the very places where 
the largest portion of our revenue ts collected, 
and where the Treasury is most powerful. The 
arguments and predictions of gentlemen are thus 
triumphantly retuted and contradicted, 
Notwithstanding these satisfactory results, it | 





| encourages the most feartul apprehensions; 
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18 still ‘attempted to excite the fears of those who 
are engaged in trade, The mere idea of debating 
the question 18 made a subject of alarm; the press 
the 
stock exchanges in commotion; and the banks, 
after promisingresumptlion,are sudide nly arreste d. 


And what is the foundation of all thiscommotion || 
How can it possibly affect the trade 


and alarm? 


| or banks of the country, whether Congress should 


|| throughout the Union. 


| wards so long as their 





or should not regulate by particular laws a sys- 
tem which is already e »stablished by a few gene ral 
laws, and which must in any event be continued 
for years to come? Suppose we reject this bill 
and go hone, does the sub-Treasury cease? No, 
sir, it must continue, as it is now, the law of the 
land, and will continue through 1838, 1839, 1840, 
and 1841, in spite of all the lamentations here or 
elsewhere. 

The non-resuming banksare especially alarmed. 
But a short time since the passage of the bill re- 
pealing the specie circular was hailed as a meas- 


|| ure removing the last difficulty to the resumption 
| of the banks generally. 


Another circular ap- 
peared, and they were suddenly arrested in their 
progress toresumption, ‘This circular embraced 


| 


nothing but the provisions of the laws of 1836, | 


and made no change, except what was required 
by the act repealing the specie circular. The 


given to every receiving and collecting officer 


Thecircular directs, what 


place where they are received. This has been 


| our uniform practice under eve ry system, and it 
| is not probable we shall ever repeal that regula- | 
| tion, 
| April, 1836, that no note shall be received of 4 | 
| less denomination than twenty dollars. 


It also directs, in obedience to the act of 


It is a matter of litthe moment to the banks 
whether one thousand or millions of revenue are 


| same instructions were, in pursuance of that law, | 


| the law requires, that no notes shall be received 
| but those which. are redeemable in specie at the | 


collected in their notes of twenty dollars and up- | 


notes are receivable for 
public dues. There is but one provision which 
can affect any of the banks, and that is the re- 


striction in the act of June, 1836, which prohibits | 


the receipt of the notes of any bank which has 
issued, since the 4th July, 1836, any bill or note 


of a less denomination than five dollars. 


It hap- | 


pens, unfortunatly for the Bank of the United | 


cert with that mstitntion, 


excluded by this provision in the act of 1836. On | 


the contrary, while these banks would, if they 
resume, enjoy this special privilege, the notes of 
almost all the banks which have already resumed 
cannot be received. So far, then, as the recent 
circular operates at all, the Bank of the United 
States and its associates have every inducement 
to resume in order that their notes may be re- 
ceived in payment of public dues, while the notes 
of other banks are excluded. 


Bat, 


' do nothing ull they know the fate of this bill. 


Why, sir, if all the complaint is that the law, as 


. . } 
it seems, these non-resuming banks can | 


it stands, prohibits the receipt of the notes of | 
banks which have issued notes of a less denomi- | 


for one of its pro- 


act of 1836, and authorizes the receipt of the notes 


of all specie-paying banks immediately, and for | 
atime, and chiefly tn such notes for yearsto come. | 


That is the only provision of the bill which can 
possible affect the question of resumption. The 
other provisions, so far as they relate to the col- 
lection, keeping, and disbursement of the reve- 
nue, are substantially now in force, and must re- 


main so until we substitute bank agents for our 


own officers, which no one now contemplates 
The defeat of this bill cannot, therefore, affect 


any of the banks, except unfavorably, as it would | 
leave the restriction of the act of 1836 unmodified | 


and unrepealed, But neither its passage or de- 


| feat can in any manner affect the Bank of the | 


United States, as the existing restriction does not 
exclude the notes of that instituuion whenever it 
may resume spe cie payments, 

Whatever course, sir, the banks may think 
proper to pursue, it is our duty to supply the 
deficiency in our laws regulating our Treasury. 
Phat Department has been left, for more than a 
year, acting under the authority of a fewWancient 
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laws, and the Secretary has Se necessarily com- 
yelled to provide by Treasury orders for the col- 
lection, keeping, and disbursement of our rey- 
enue. [am unwilling to believe that a majority 
of either House are disposed longer to leave so 
large a discretion to any public officer. It must 
be obvious to every gentleman that no material 
modification of our existing revenue system can 
be anticipated, if ever, until 1842; and it remaing 
for us to decide whether Congress or the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall, for four years to come, 
provide all the regulations necessary in the oper- 
ations of that most important Department of our 
Government. 


There is no prospect, at present, of any mate- 
rial change in our existing system of managing 
our revenue. No Bank of the United States. ean 
be chartered, if at all, for four years to come, 
and the State bank deposit act has nullified itself, 
By thatact no bank ean be employed as a deposit 
bank which has, since the 4th July, 1836, issued 
or paid out any note or bill of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars. What bank is there in the 
United States, whether of issue or not, which 
has not, during the suspension, ** paid out’? a 
bill or note of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars? No such system can be revived antil that 
restriction is repealed, and any such proposition 
would certainly be rejected. Even if new banks 
are established, it cannot be supposed that the 
Secretary of the Treasury, after what has oc- 
curred, would feel himself authorized to employ 
any bank without requiring ample security in 
actual funds, immediately available in any emerg- 
ency, and equal to any amount which might at 
any time remain in deposit. Nor is it probable 
that he would consider it a faithful or just com- 
pliance with the law to reéstablish a State bank 
deposit system for some States, while all the 
others were under Treasury regulations, thas 
giving to the banks in one section the profits on 
the use of the public money, contrary to the de- 
sign of the act. None but a general State bank 
deposit system, if any,can be adopted, and such 
would require, if ever proposed, athorough revis- 
ion of the late law. 

So far, then, as it regards the question of bank 
agency, it must be considered as postponed, at 
least, till the time may arrive when both Houses 
of Congressand the Executive accord in opinion 
—a harmony which has not often existed for 
many Administrations past, and of which there 
is no chance whatever till 1842, if it should then 
happen. 

The next question relates to the receipt of bank 
notes in payment of public dues. I trust we are 
not about, from mere Opposition to this particu- 
lar measure, to run into the opposite exteme, and, 


~ 


| aS some gentlemen propose, make permanent pro- 


vision for receiving the notes of specie-paying 
banks, of every denomination whatsoever. On 
this question a very large majority of both Houses 
have hitherto adopted sound principles—they have 
been hard-money men; and this Is certainly not 


| a time when either House should abandon on this _ 


important question any ground previously occu- 
pied. One of the propositions which has been 
repeatedly made at the present session in both 
Houses is to repeal the second section of the act 
of 14th April, 1836, namely: 


* That, hereafter, no bank note of a less denomination 
than ten dollars, and that from and after the 3d day of March, 
A. D. 1837, no bank note of aless denomination than twenty 
dollars, shall be offered in payment in any case whatso- 
ever in which money is to be paid by the United States or 
the Post Office Department; nor shall any bank note, of 
any denomination, be so offered, unless the same shall be 
payable, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at the 
place where issued, and which shall not be equivalent to 
specie atthe place where offered, and convertible into gold 
or silver upon the spot, at the will of the holder, and with- 
out delay or loss to him: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to make anything but gold 
or silver a legal tender by any individual, or by the United 
States.” 


From the moment the receipt of bank potes was 
tolerated in payment of public dues this regula- 
tion should have been adopted as a special duty 
of the Federal Government, whatever laws the 
States and trade might prescribe for themselves. 
The Constitution has assigned to us the care of 
the current coin of the country, and our Federal 














revenues should never inst) 
mental in circulating notes of a denomination 
which banished that coin from circulation, No 
such regulation was ever necessary eltther to trade 
or banks; nor ts there any reason whatever for 
now repealing the section in question, On the 
contrary, there are stronger reasons than ever for 
its continuance. Whenit was sent to this House 
by the Senate in 1816, so littl was it regarded as 
a party question, a gentleman of the Oppesition 
moved thatitshould go into immediate operation, 
His motion was rejected, but the gentleman was 
right. There was noreason then for postponing 
it a day, vor is there now for suspending it an 
hour. Receivethe notes of specie-paying banks 
if you please, for all your large payments for cus- 
toms and lands, butdo not make the Federal Gov- 
ernment instrumental in excluding the current 


coin from our circulation by constituting it the | 


agent of the banks in enlarging their issues of 
small notes. 


The section besides contains other | 


and important provisions, limiting the receipt of | 


bank notes to those redeemable in specie and on 
the spot. [ trustthatit will remain the law of the 
land as long as the receipt of bank notes is toler- 
ated, as a measure indispensable to the security 


of the revenue and essentially contributing to the | 


soundness of the currency. 


It is also proposed to modify or repeal the pro- 
vision in the act of June, 1836, prehibiting the 


receipt of the notes of any bank which has, since | 
* the 4th July, 1836, issued any bill or note of a less | 


denomination than five dollars. That object will 
be accomplished if this bill becomes a law. The 
twentieth section, together with the last, repeals 
this restriction. This provision of the bill is, how- 
ever, the one most violently opposed, because it 


proposes, at theend of six years, to dispense with | 


the receipt of bank notes altogether. No language 
can express the abhorrence which some gentle- 
men entertain toward this abominable and barbar- 
ous specie section, Yet it so happens, strange as 


it may seem, that gentlemen themselves have been | 





guilty of a much more atrocious act of treason | 
against the banks than any ever attempted by the | 


friends of the Administration. There was an im- 
portant provision in the celebrated currency bill 


of 1837, which passed both Houses by overwhelm- | 


ing votes, and was so great a favorite here that 
the rule was suspended, the previous question 
ordered, and the bill passed without debate, In 
that bill will be found the following provision: 


* From and after the passage of this act the notes of no | 


bank which shall issue or circulate bills or notes of a less 


denomination than five dollars, shall be received on account 
of the public dues; from and after the 3Ist day of Decem- 

ber, 1839, the notes of no bank which shall issue or circu- | 
late bills or notes of a less denomination than ten dollars | 
shall be so receivable; and from and after the 3ist day of | 
December, 1841, the like prohibition shall be extended to | 


the notes of all banks issuing or circulating bills or notes 
of a less denomination than twenty dollars.’ 


Gentlemen may say this was under other cir- 
cumstances, and before the banks suspended spe- 
cie payments. What was wise then might be 
otherwise now. What will they say when they 
Jearn that this identical provision, word for word 
and letter for letter, was voted for in the Senate 
of the United States on the 3d day of October 
last, during the extra session, by every member 
of the Opposition, and by every Conservative ? 


And what was this proposition? Why, thatfrom | 


and after the 3lst day of December, 1841, the 
notes of no bank shall be received for public dues 
which issued or circulated any bill or note of a 
less denqmination than twenty dollars. In other 
words, the revenue was after that date to be col- 


lected exclusively in specie, or in evidences of | 


ublic deb®& for such would have been the inev- 
itable result if gentlemen had succeeded in their 
own efforts to establish what they are pleased 
to denominate an exclusive metallic currency. 
There is nota bank in the Union which would 
have discontinued, so long as they were permitted 


to do so, the issuingand circulating bank notes of | 


a denomination less than twenty dollars merely 


to secure the privilege of having their notes re- | 
ceived in payment of public dues, and redeem- | 
What, then, is the | 
difference between this proposition and that in | 


able in specie on the spot. 


this bill, which has been denounced as so disas- 
trous in its effects? None substantially or prac- 





have been made instru- | tically, except that the proposition of gentlemen 


CO 


would have gone into fulloperation, and excluded | 
bank notes, (wo years earlier than the period pro- 
posed in this bill, Indeed, four yearsearlier; for 
the ten dollar provision, which was to take effect 
on the 31st of December, 1839, would have effeet- 
udly excluded the notes of every bank in the 
Umon. It is net a hte singular that this most 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





moderate measure should excite the abhorrence || 
and alarm of the same gentlemen who twice voted | 


for the other, and denounced the late President 
for retaining the bill containing this identical 
hard-money provision, 

We are imperatively called upon to adopt some 


| measure, at this time, whether it be permanentor 





| which should have been long since adopted. 


; Matter. 


merely temporary. Of the various propositions 
submitted at this and the late session none have 
as yet commanded a majority of both Houses. 
The special deposit system cannot obtain the sup- 
port of either party. The State bank plan, se 
recently exploded, as an independent proposition, 
would not receive fifty votes inthis House. The 
only measure which is now or will be hereafier 
supported as the antagonist of that now under 
consideration, is a national bank. That has al- 
ready been decided against by a large majority 


of this House, and has been rejected inthe Sen- | 


ate by a much larger vote. ‘The Independent 
Treasury, then, though it may not be sustained 
by a majority of this House, is undoubtedly pre- 
ferred, both here and elsewhere, to either of the 
measures proposed. Are we, then, under such 
circumstances, to do nothing,and leave our Treas- 
ury wholly at the discretion of the Secretary for 
four years to come? I trustnot. The bill under 
consideration proposes to limit his discretion and 
define his duties, It also provides additional 
security forthe public revenue, new checks upon 
our public officers, and many financial regulations 
As 
to the specie section, its operation is gradual 
and will be imperceptible. Why, then, reject 


this bill and leave the Treasury wholly unregu- | 





lated?) Why substitute Treasury orders for legal | 


provisions ? 
Why is it that gentlemen who are so jealous of 
executive discretion, who denounce the late Pres- 


ident for alleged usurpation, and who are daily | 


arraigning the Secretary of the ‘Treasury for his 


circulars—why is it that they refuse to co6perate | 
with usin prescribing the duties of the Secretary, | 


and of every other officer connected with the rev- 
enue? There canbe butoneanswer. If this bill 
passes agitation will cease; we shall hear no more 
of ‘Treasury circulars; the banks must resume 
specie payments; exchanges will be adjusted, 
and the country will prosper without the agency 
ofa national bank. Itis in vain to disguise the 
Those who honestly believe that with- 
out such an institution this country never can 
flourish, and that without consolidation this Gov- 
ernment cannot stand, consider a few years of 
embarrassment to trade a sacrifice of litthe mo- 
ment when compared with those permanent bless- 
ings which, in their opinion, would follo — their 
triumph. ‘The opposition to this measure is ob- 
viously preparatory to the great str: gglein which 
we are about to engage. We are already fur- 
nished with the outline of a national institution, 
or rather plan of government, more formidable 
than any hitherto projected, A bank of fifty mil- 
lions, owned by the Federal Government, the 
Stutes, and capitalists—a union of seven-and- 
twenty Executives with the banking interest of 
the country—the concentration and consolidation 
ot all political and moneyed power. 


ure from session to session, and leave our ‘Treas- 
ury wholly unregulated, For such purposes are 


we invited to debate this question for two years | 
to come, to benefit the leading members of the | 


stock exchange and their political associates. I 
trust that a majority of this House will not be in- 
fluenced by any such considerations. We have 
already decided against every other measure; and 
whether we reject or pass this bill our revenue 
system remains unaltered. We merely substitute 


To accom- | 
plish these great ends we must postpone this meas- | 


the will of Congress for Treasury discretion, and | 


leave nothing to executive power which can be | 


regulated by law. 
Mr. PICKENS then obtained the floor, and 


addressed the House till the hour for taking the 
recess. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The House met at half-past three, pursuant to 
the order. 

Mr. PICKENS concluded his remarks upon 
the subject of the Independent Treasury. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, then ebtained 
the floor, but stating that the subject had come 
up suddenly, and that he was not prepared, he 
requested that the committee should rise and in- 
dulge him till to-morrow. 

After upon the order of 
business, the committee rose, and reported prog- 
ress, 

. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, the 


House then went into Committee of the Whole 
upon the post route bill. 


The amendment of Mr. HOPKINS, with an 
amendment proposed thereto by Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, being under consideration, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD briefly went into an argu- 
ment to show that the proposed new routes could 
be established without any extraordinary appro- 
priation. ° 

Mr. REED expressed his desire to grantevery 
facility to the country whiclt could be done with- 
out encroachment upon the Treasury. He re- 
ferred to some topics upon which he wished more 
information, and alluded to the express mail as 
an accommodation to speculators, not generally 
useful to the people, and he thought it an extra 
expense that might be dispensed with. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied in relation to 
theexpress mail. Ithad not been brought directly 
before the committee, though they had thought 
of the expediency of abolishing u. That mail 
had only existed upon great commercial routes, 
and it had facilitated the transmission of intelli- 
gence; but as soon as railroad and steamboat 
communication had been established, that matl 
had been abolished. He did not know but that 
| he would go to dispense with it altogether as the 
expense had been some hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars more than the income. 

Mr. POPE went into some considerations in 
favor of the bill, and appealed to the committee 
not to embarrass the bill by objecting to trifles, 
as it was important, particularly for the West, 
that it should be passed. If the amendment was 
objectionable, he hoped it would be rejected, and 
that the bill would be passed. 

Mr. YELL thought the principle had been, 
from the first, to make the Post Office Depart- 
ment support itself from its own funds. This 
principle had been, in some instances, departed 
from, and he was willing to make a contingent 
appropriation, so that the Postmaster General 
might have a discretionary power lo use it or not 
jasmighthbe necessary. Hedid not wish that the 
| little necessary accommodations for the West 
| should be withheld; but he would prefer that 
such routes as were requisite should be main- 
tained there, and that some great routes im the 
interior, and upon the seaboard, should be so cut 
down as to keep the expenditure within reason- 
able bounds. Unless some appropriation was 
made, it would be necessary to cut down some 
of the routes in the old States, or refuse routes 
in the West which are absolutely necessary. 

Mr. MARTIN contended that it was idle,and 
would be futile, to pass the bill without the amend- 
ment. He would not go into the statistics of the 
office, but it was stated by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral that the funds avatlable to the Department 
were not adequate to the call made by the pro- 
posed new routes. It was, therefore, proper to 
supply funds from other resources, or to reject 
the bill, Hecontended for the necessity of estab- 
lishing the routes proposed, and objected to the 
curtailment proposed by Mr. Yeti. Ele did not 
wish to have any curtatiment in these facilities for 
the accommodation of the people. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs, 
HALL,GOODE,MERCER, BRIGGS, MONT- 
GOMERY, YELL, and CALHOON. 

After which the amendments were adopted, and 
the committee rose and reported the bill to the 
| House. 
| And at a quarter past seven the House ad- 
journed. 


some conversation 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 19, 1838. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a com- 


munication from the Navy Department, in obe- 


dience to a Senate resolution of the 16th instant, | 


with a copy of the proceedings of the naval court- 


martial held at Gosport, on the case of Captain | 


William Ramsay, and with the subsequent cor- | 


respondence; laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MORRIS said that he arose for the pur- 
pose of asking the indulgence of the Senate, an 
indulgence which, on former occasions, had been 


granted to members in noticing paragraphs in | 


public prints which impugned either their hon- 


esty or honoras members of this body. He found | 
in one of the morning papers of the city, the Na- | 


tional Intelligencer, a publication under the edi- 
torial head, censuring the course which his col- 
dengue and himself had deemed it their duty to 
take with regard to the bill proposing to grant 


leave to a society, or company of gentlemen who | 


have united together, to erecta monument to the 
memory of Washington upon a portion of the 
public ground in this city. 

Mr. M. said he did not rise in defense of him- 
self, for he did not consider that his individual or 
political standing with his constituents depended, 
in the leastdegree, on any lying spirit which might 
be found in the mouth of the prophets of this mod- 
ern Ahab. 
might be, he was unwilling to trust it to such 
guidance; for, like their great prototype, these 
followers generally found the end of their path 
destructive tu their hopes. 


Frail as his claim on public favor 


But when his conduct 
here as a Senator was implicated, it reached fur- 
ther than himself; it affected those who sent him; 
and he felt it a duty which he owed to them 
to correct such misstatements as the paper be- 
fore him contained. The editors had asserted 
that the two Senators from Ohio thought fit to 
hazard some very serious impulations against 
the monument association. This charge, though 
made in the nature of an insinuation, he said, was 
unfounded in fact, and untrue in its deductions, 
He nor his colleague (who he was glad to see 


about taking his seat) had made no imputations | 


against the managers. 
know who they were,or whether there were man- 
agers at all, 
which it seemed the society or their agents had re- 
ceived, and the impropriety of connecting the Gov- 


ernment with the abstracuons or speculations of | 


companies or mere private individuals. What, 
then, did he hazard, or what imputation did he 
make? Nospecific allegation is made in this pub- 


lication as to the charge heis said to have made, 


For himself he did not | 


He had spoken only of the money | 


because there was no foundation on whichitcould | 


rest, 

It would be remembered by the Senate that 
when the bill was called up by the honorable 
chairman on the District business, [Mr. Roane,]} 
his colleague inquired if any information had 


been furnished the committee as to the amount | 
of funds the society had collected for the purpose; | 
and we were informed that $30,000 was the sum | 


stated, 
felt surprised at the smallness of the sum, when 
it was a well known fact that the collecting agents 
of the society had traversed every portion of the 
United States for the purpose of soliciting and 
receiving donations; his colleague had suggested 


his doubts as to the correctness of the informa- || are to be thus charged with having made an un- | 


uon that $30,000 only had been received, and had 
stated at sume length his reasons for such doubts; 
his colleague believed that more than that sum 
had been collected in Ohio alone; he concurred in 


His colleague, as well as other members, | 





or subscribed by the people of his own county. 
The object of his colleague and himself was to 
obtain information on the subject, and he stated 
expressly that, if in error, he wished that error 





to be corrected from authentic documents, and on | 


that account he objected to the bill until it was 


| clearly shown how much money had been taken 


up, and to what use it had been applied. This 
suggestion, made for the purpose of information, 


| is construed into hazarding imputations against 
| the managers; but the article does not stop here. 


The editors have quoted a paragraph, without 
giving credit to any paper, and he (Mr. M.) had 


| the right to consider this adopted child of the edi- 


tors’ as their own, and for which they were will- | 


ing to be answerable. 

In that quotation, it is stated, that ** Messrs. 
Morris and Aten, of Ohio, indirectly sand yet 
quite positively, charged the managers of the 
association with swindling; they said that they 
had accounted for $30,000 only when it was an 
ascertained fact that more than that amount had 
been collected in Ohio alone.’’ This is not any- 


thing like a true and correct representation of | 


what he said, but is a misrepresentation both || 


groundless and false; he had stated his opinion 


only as to what had been collected in his own | 


county; a county which might be considered al- 


|, most third rate in wealth and means; yet he be- 


lieved that county had contributed liberally, and 
if a fair sample of the rest of Ohio, he had no 
doubtof the correctness of his colleague’s opinion, 
‘The reason why he believed a liberal contribution 


| had been taken up in Ohio was that the Governor 


of the State had given notice by way or form of | 


proclamation thatgmoney was required for the | 


erection of the contemplated monument and was | 
The people were | 
half inclined to believe the requirement legal, and | 


to be collected by contribution, 


as the sheriff of hiscounty had been charged with 


| or undertaken the collection, money was given | 
| withoutmuch inquiry. ‘The sheriff had forwarded | 
_by him (Mr. M.) a sum of money which he had 
| paid over in this city to some gentleman who he 
|| belreved called himself agent, or some such offi- 


cial name; but in his county it was not mere sub- 
scriptions, as he understood the game, but the 


actual money was paid, and the name of the donor | 
| taken down, who was told that the names of all 
| who contributed would be inscribed on a roll, 


and preserved in the monument. It was this 
extraordinary mode of levying contributions upon 


the people, under the influence of the name of | 


Washington, that first drew his attention to the 
subject. He doubted then, and he still doubted, 


. . ! 
whetherthis money would ever be disposed of or 
| applied according to the intention of the donors; 


buat he had viewed it asa mere private concern— 
one of those numerous devices for raising money 
with which the country is almost literally inun- 
dated. 

But it is now attempted to ingraft it upon the 
action of Congress; and he insisted that it was 
the duty of the managers, before they made this 
attempt, to have shown the actual state of their 
funds, and in what manner, and from whom the 
same had been collected. He was not willing, 
fur one, to attach the honor of his country toa 
scheme which, for aught he knew, might have 
been carried on by meaas of deception and fraud. 
Yet this reasonable request had been trumpeted 
by the morning paper as making a grave charge, 
or at least as casting imputations. All he said, 
he had stated at the time, was from information, 


and he yet believed the same to be correct, and | 


he should continue to believe so until the public 


is furnished with full, clear, and satisfactory ac- 


counts from authentic documents on the subject. | 
|| Bat, sir, (said Mr. M.,) to avoid all misrepresent- 
) ations as to what he now said, (though he was 


well convinced that was a vain hope,) he would 
again read the paragraph. [Here Mr. M. read 
the paragraph alluded to.) And he would now 
ask if the representatives from a sovereign State 


founded imputation, which the paper before him 


| asserts,and which in the abundance of its patri- | 
| otism in money matters it undertakes to reprove, 

without furnishing the least evidence to the con- | 
rary of the suggestions made; and without any | 


this opinion, because he had understood from the | 


same source that upward of $1,000 had been paid 


explanation, on his part, suffer this charge to go 
to the world? He thought not. 


| 
} 


| 
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Sir, (said Mr. M.,) the remarksof my colleague, 


as well as those made by myself, seem to bea 


bitter pill tocertain gentlemen who are wishing to 


| connect the aid and influence of the Government 


to their (as yet concealed) private undertakings; 
he was glad the dose was beginning to Operate, 
and he hoped it would cause the contents to be 


| thrown up to public view; and those who had 


been roaming over the country making collections, 
or had been the means of making such collections, 
might disgorge their ill-gotton wealth if what he 
feared should turn out to be true. He had no 


| idea of using the mantle of Government like the 











mantle of charity, ** tocovera multitude of sins.”’ 

But, sir, (said Mr. M.,) we have another beauti- 
ful specimen of the kindly feelings of the gentle- 
menengaged in this monumental affair toward the 
Senate, as well as toward the Administration it- 
self. This precious production is over the signa- 
ture of **G. Watterson, Secretary,’’ and states as 
a direct charge that the Senate of the United States 
has refused to grant asmall portion of the public 
ground within the city necessary for a site for a 
monument to the Father of his Country. Who 
this G. Watterson, Secretary, is, he said, he did 
not know, nor did he care; with him as an indi- 
vidual he had no concern whatever. ‘This notice 
he considered as the act of the board of managers; 
it was, he presumed, issued by their authority, 


| and he still considered ita libel on the Senate. 


He would not, however, enter into any compari- 
son between the patriotism of the Senate and their 
regard for the fame of Washington and this mon- 
umental board of managers. He said it was evi- 
dent to his mind that the object and design of this 
publication was to produce political effect. It 
was well known that a majority of the Senate 
were the friends of the present Administration, 
and if this article could impress the public mind 
with the belief that those who sustained the Ad- 
ministration had no regard for the memory of 
Washington he had no doubt it was expected it 
would tend to promote individual and party views. 
lt was a kind of left-handed blow to injure the Ad- 
ministration and its friends in the Senate by charg- 
ing them with meanness in refusing to accede to 
the wishes of the society. All such attempts he 
viewed as springing from unworthy motives,and 
they are most commonly made by men who have 
been turned out of official stations for some un- 


worthy act. 


° 

But he feared there was another motive besides 
veneration for the name of Washington that 
prompted the agents and managers of this project 
to be so ardent in their endeavors to link them- 
selves and scheme to the public concerns of the 
country. They were reported as having $30,000 
only. This sum they could easily expend in the 
foundation, or even the first corner stone, of the 
monument. They could devise a plan for the 
superstructure that would require millions for its 
completion; and if they could make this affair a 
Governmenticoncern, they would insist, nodoubt, 
that the country would be disgraced if the build- 
ing was not completed; and Congress would be 
solicited and urged to make appropriations for 
the purpose by all the force of speech and the 
blandishments of parties. Millions would be thus 
called for, and, in his opinion, appropriated, if 
the scheme now in operation can succeed, to be 
expended bya private corporation, whose depend- 
ents, friends, and followers would grow rich in 
the progress of the work. It was imputing noth- 
ing to say this might be the case; for it would 
be found, he believed, in every instance in which 
the Government had undertakén to enter into any 
kind of partnership with either compamies or in- 
dividuals, Uncle Sam was sure to bear the ex- 
pense, let who might reap the profit, He was 
totally averse to the Government having anything 
to do with the matter, or any other in which in- 
dividuals were also to be coucerned as partners. 
It was this that induced him to move the post- 
ponement of the bill. 

The charge in the last paragraph which he had 
read as to the refusal of the Senate “to grant a 
small portion of public ground,’ &c., he thought 
came with an ill grace from a body of men who 
had made no exhibition nor furnished any data 
by which the amount of money in their hands 
could be ascertained. ‘The charge against him 
was publicly made, and he had a right to ask the 
society to make a public exhibition of their books, 
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papers, and proceedings, that we might be able 
to judge whether its own claim to purity was 
or was not well founded, and to show that no 
part of the donations made was still sticking to 
their fingers or found in the palms of the hands 
of some who had received money on thisaccount, 


before their friends undertook to censure others | 


for asking for information. When the society 
had voluntarily solicted the notice of Congress 
they ought at least to show that all concerned in 
this business had clean hands. But why,sir, do 
these gentlemen ask the interference of Congress 
jn any manner whatever?) The enterprise was 
begun for individual glory, for the purpose of 


obtaining an imperishable renown, by the coup- | 


ling their names with that of Washington, At 
least this was urged to induce contributions in 
his county; and he would not, by any act of his, 
rob gentlemen of this glory which they hoped to 
acquire; nor would he aid them to acquire glory 
which they did not deserve. He would have 
them to pursue that course which their judgments 


should direct; and were he engaged in the con- | 


cern, it would be his last thought to apply to the 
Government for leave toerectit on public ground. 
He would not expose a monument of this kind 
to the dangers which public strife might produce. 
But, sir, (said Mr. M.,) I do not believe we are 
sentheretoenterinto any scheme for the erection 
of monuments by which the public moneys may 
be voted to be expended under the direction of 
this or any other society. Nor would he ever 
give his vote toconnectthe Government with any 
private association whatever. His colleague had 
said that for the society to say that only $30,000 
had been collected or subscribed was a libel on 
the American people; for every portion of the 
country had been traversed by agents for this 


purpose; and he repeated again that the charge || 
made in this veritable paper, as it claims to be, | 


against the Senators from Ohio, was groundless 
and false. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he saw this morn- 
ing in the National Intelligencer the publication 
which had formed the subject of his honorable 
colleague’s remarks. 


troversies with the conductors of the public press, 
and perhaps it would be wrong to do so; because 
while there was here almost an unlimited scope 
allowed to the discussions of members, he should 
be very unwilling to restrain the press. He was 
glad that his colleague had noticed the publication 
in the Intelligencer in the manner he did, because 
they could by this means correct the errors of the 
Intelligencer. If the editors of that paper meant 
to say that he and his colleague had charged the 
managers of this society with fraud, they did 
them injustice. If they meant to say that he and 
his collengue had charged anybody with fraud, 
they did them equal injustice. The sum total of 
what was said by his colleague and himself was 
this: a bill was before the Senate to allow the 
managers of the Washington Monument Society 
to erect a monument to the memory of Wash- 
ington on the public grounds; and by one of its 
provisions the work wa@® to be carried on under 
the superintendence of the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings. He (Mr. A.) then took oc- 
casion to inquire of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia what amount 
of money the society had on hand to complete 
the work; and that Senator said that he believed 
that the sum of $30,000, had been reported as 
the amount collected. 
took occasion to ex press his surprise at, and utter 
disbelief in, the correctness of this report. He 
did not ascribe the embezzlement of the money 


to anybody; but, in reply to some remurks of the | 


Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Norvext,] he said 
that he knew not one single man who had the 


management of this matter in the city of Wash- | 


ington; and, therefore, could make no personal 
application to anybody. He wasaware that the 


He knew thatit would be | 
very useless for a public man to engage in con- | 


Thereupon he (Mr. A.) | 








persons who made this report of $30,000 might | 


be ever so honest in doing so, and yet the fact | 
that the money had not been fairly applied might || 


also be true. 


In what manner had this thing been conducted? | 
The gentlemen who had the management of it | 


were herein the city of Washington. ‘They had 
not personally had the collecting of this money. 
They had almost innumerable agents ransack- 


} 
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ing the country from one end to the other, some | 


of whom might be good and some bad. 
| that he did not believe, nor would thee Ameri- 
can people believe, that but $30,000 had been con- 
tributed by the whole people of the United Stutes, 
called on in the manner they had been; buthe did 
not know where the fault rested; he charged em- 
bezzlement to nobody. Butthe ground of his 
surprise at this meager report of $30,000, this 


\ was this: 
an object had been proposed to the people of the 
United States, and that object was the erection 
of a national monument to the memory of the 
national man of the country; and the name of 
Washington was so potential to the American 
| people, went so far to excite their enthusiasm and 
stimulate their bounty, that the most ample con- 
tributions were expected. Besides, it was not 


erected atthe seatef Government, to stand asthe 
admirationof the world. Added toall this,as the 
name of Washington was dear to the American 
people, the conspicuous and influential public 
men of the country favored the undertaking, and 


dressed to their friends, requesting them to lend 
toit theiraid. Every means had been resorted to 
to excite the interest and stimulate the bounty of 
agrateful people. Armed with all this—furnished 
with letters from high and influential public men, 
and going out from the capital of the nation, these 
agents went into the several States of this Union; 


he belived, the Executives aided the undertaking: 
and in his State the Executive, a popular and 
worthy man, lent the sanction of bis official au- 
thority to extract the bounty of the people. 
agents were appointed for the counties,and with 
all this the people,so far as he knew, contributed 
bountifully. 


lected. He himself stated that so far as his 
knowledge went, there was not a single individual 
in his county who had been called on who did not 
respond by complying with the demand, 

Under all these circumstances he did state his 


| the hands of a grateful people by such means. 


of $30,000 had been collected from fifteen million 
freemen. Hedid not state where the fault was, 
whether it rested with the managers here or with 
the collecting agents, but there was great proba- 
bility it was with the latter, Some of the names 
mentioned of this board of managers he believed 


but notwithstanding all this, there was good rea- 
than was reported. 
ate, or at least many of iis members, felt this sur- 


prise equally strong with himself or his colleague, 


and for this obvious reason. 
which this work was to be constructed was so 


at $1,000,000, to be raised from the voluntary 
contributions of the American people. 


$30,000 out of the $1,000,000 had been collected. 
W hat, then, must be the consequénces of passing 
this bill? 
the deficiency, because the monument being by 


the superintendence of the Commissioner of Pub- 


the people of the United States must be again 
visited by hosts of traveling agents, in order to 
make up the sum wanted. Now everybody 
knew how these things progressed. 
| private individuals leave to levy contributions on 
the people of the States, put the work uuder the 
control of the public officers, and it will be some 
national affair. Then the very next year it will 
be said that the people have subscribed aud not 
paid,and Cougress will be called upon to appro- 
priate $150,000 for the year’s work. Ina word, 





Congress must elther appropriate the money out 
of the public purse, or turn loose all this ma- 
chinery of agents and collectors upon the public, 


| to make up $1,000,000 at the rate of $30,000 in i| 


disbelief that but $30,000 had been wrung from | 


He stated that it was a reproach to the liberality 
of the nation to suppose that but this pruful sua || 


Either that Congress must appropriate | 


only to be a national monument, but it was to be | 


lent to it the sanction of their names; many of | 
them giving letters to the traveling agents, ad- | 


and what did they dothere? Insome of theStates, | 


were highly respectable men—all might be so; | 
son to believe that more money had been collected | 


Sir, (said Mr. A.,) the Sen- || 


; and the bill was struck down without a division, | 
The scale upon || 


large and magnificent that the cost was estimated | 


Every | 
| means had been used for two years to excite this | 
bounty, and after all this they reported that only | 


its authority on the public grounds, and under | 
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two years. These, he thought, were sufficient 


He said || reasons why the Senate rejected the bill without 


a division. He did not attend to the publication 
of what he said on the subject the other day, but 
he hoped the seperters had reported it correctly, 
and he also hoped they would report him cor- 
reetly now. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he was unwill- 
ing to interpose while this discussion was going 
on, irregular as the Senate must have feltit to be, 
because the Senators from Ohio had, on other 
oceasions, examples ofa similar kind before them, 
He hoped, however, it would not again be toler- 
ated, and that the presiding officer of the Senate 
would feel it his duty to check itatonee. He 
hoped the Senate would not, for the sake of its 
own dignity, to say nothing of iis taproper inter- 
ference with the dispatch of public aud private 


| business now before the body, again tolerate these 
| discussions founded on hewspa per paragraphs, 


| been induced to 


What would it lead to? Look to his own cafe: 
he might, if he adopied that course, take up at 
least one third of the time of the Senate, He had 
make these remarks from the 


| Irreguiarity of the mode of proceeding, and not 


from any spirit of unkindness, o¢ the least wish 
to censure the conduct of the two Senators from 
Ohio; but this he would say, that no paper in 
this country was conducted with more regard to 
propriety, decorum, truth, and faithfuluess of 
report than the National Intelligencer, and he 
could wish that the other journals of this city, 
and particularly the one connected with the Gov- 


ernment, would look more to this print lor ex- 
| ample. 


His colleague stated that in the || 
county in which he lived $1,000 had been col- | 


Mr. MORRIS observed that, in general, he 


: | entirely concurred with the Senator from Ken- 
Sub- | 


tucky. Ido (said he) deem this discussion irreg- 
ular, and would not have engaged in ataf the ex- 
ample had not been set him by some distinguished 
members of that body. But while the Senator 
from Kentucky spoke of the correctness of this 
newspaper, he must bave recollected that when 
some of his (Mr. M.’s) remarks were incorrectly 
reported in it some time ago he undertook to cor- 
rect them under his own signature; and the Sen- 
ator would aiso reeollect how that correction was 
treated by the editer of the Intelligencer. He 
would now ask why they had not complied with 
their promise not to notice any of his remarks 
again ? 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee 


| on Public Lands, reported the bill from the Hlouse, 
without amendment, to extend the time for lo- 


lic Buildings, wasin some sorta public work,or || 


Give these || 


cating Virginia land warrants and returning sur- 
veys thereon. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the releef of Hiram 
Hart and others; read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the bill referred to 
them in relation tothe orphans’ courtuf the county 
of Alexandria, D. C., with anamendment, which 
was read and agreed to; and the bill, by consent, 
was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY; from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the bill referred to them to abol- 
ish imprisonment for debt in certain cases, with 
an amendment, the design of which was to makg 
the abolition by this billof imprisonment for debt 
correspond with its abolition in the respective 
States where such imprisonment had,in whole or 
in part, been abolished; which amendment was 
read, and the bill taken up for consideration. 

After a few explanatory remarks by Messrs. 
GRUNDY and TALLMADGE, urging the im- 
portance of speedy action on the bill, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, who 
expressed some doubt as to the practicability of 
carrying all the provisions of this bill, as it now 
stood, into effect, and with the assent of Mr. Tati- 
MADGE, the bill was laid on the table ull to-mor- 
row, and ordered to be printed, with the amend- 


| Ment, 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the furtherconsideration of the pe- 


| tition of David Hopkins and William Grayson’s 


heirs. 
The following bills from the House were sev- 
erally read twice, and referved: 
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The bill for the relief of the legal representa- | iNegal; in fact, they were set aside as being so. hoped that the bill would be passed se 


tives of Captain Samuel Jones, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Deborah 
Gannett, a soldier of the Revolution. 

The billfor the relief of Eliza Causin, daughter 
and heir of Colonel John H. Stone, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, three thousand 
extra copies of the report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, on the condition of the State banks, 
were ordered to be portnite d. 

Mr. MORRIS presented some additional papers 
in support of the claim of Margaret Wall, which 
were ferred to the approprinte committee, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The amendments of the House to the bill au- | 


thernizing the appointment of persons to test the 


usefuluess of inventions for preventing theexplo- | 


sion of the bowlers of stenmmboats were read, and, 
on motion of Mr. DAVIS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents, 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the | 


* . 
Senate took up the bill granting preémption to 


the settlers on the public lands, the question being | 
on concurring with the amendments made by the | 


House of Representatives. 

Mr. LYON moved to amend the amendment 
by adding the following to come inafter the word 
‘improvements,’ in the sixteenth line: * Or to 
any lands that may have been sold in good faith 
to others by persons who fairly and honestly pur- 
chased and pad for the same under color of title 


under any the preémption laws 
’, 


of heretofore 
eancte d 

Mr. ROBINSON thought this amendment was 
going rather too far. If the gentleman would 
lenve out the words ** under color of tithe,’’ and 
confine bimself to tithes granted by the United 
States, he would have no objection. 

Mr. LYON said his object was to preserve the 
rivhisof innecent purchasers only; and that there 


would be many of such persons greatly injured | 


without the adoption of this amendment or some- 
thing like at. 

Mr. ROBINSON objected that the adoption of 
the amendment would be undertaking to decide 


by legislation that which ought to be left to courts | 


of justice; and e:ted, for example, several cases 
in which at would lead to great difficulties. He 


thought u much better to leave the matter where | 


it was, as Congress ought not and could 
decide it, 


not 


Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, thought the amend- | 


ment a proper One, as it Went to limit the opera- 
tion of the preémption laws, and declare that the 
presentact shall notcapply to cases now under 
a course of adjudication, 

Mr. LYON that the Senator from 
Kentucky had stated his object correctly. He 
did not wish the contested cases to be decided at 
all, but wished them to be left to the decision of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
before whom they now were, 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that as he understood 
the matter all the difficulty had grown out of spec- 
ulations in town lots. A man lays out a town 
and sells out the lots; but itis subsequently found 
that he had no legal title, and the holders of the 
lots claim them under the preémption laws. To 
settle this controversy between the proprietor of 


obser ved 


Milwaukee and the persons who are on it, an | 


amendment is offered that may jeopardize the 
whole bill. 


He understood that there were agents | 


here from both parties; one wanting the bill passed | 


with this saving clause and the other opposing 
it. Thus, through the hostile claims of these 
parties, the bill might be jeopardized. 

Mr. LYON had no wish to make a law toem- 
brace a particular class of cases only, but he had 


a general object in view, for there were a great | 
many casessituated like thosein the town of Mil- | 


waukee, Ifthe ameudment was notadopted the 
tenants in the houses built by others would get 
them under this law, though they never paid a 
cent for them. 

Mr. YOUNG observed that the Senator from 
Michigan might say that hisobject wasa general 
one, and not intended to apply to a particular 
class of cases; but such would be the application 
of it, 
wre offered when this bill was before the Senate, 


Why, the substance of this amendment 


and before it passed, and it was then rejested. 
‘The claims to this Milwaukee town had been con- 
tested on the ground that the floats were illegally 
laid; and there was no question but they were 


j 


| 


| 








His information was, that there was no dispute 


| about the main body of the town, but that the 
| portion about which the dispute was contained 


butan inconsiderable number of houses, and was 
buta small part ofthetown. Now, iftheclaim- 


| ants had laid their titles necording to the laws of 
| the United States they were safe, and if not the 


| lands were open to preémptions. 


Mr. Y. referred 
to the opinions of the President, Attorney Gen- 
eral, and Secretary of the Treasury, all agreeing 
that these floats, having been laid before the rat- 


| ification of the treaty, were illegal. 








Mr. Y. contended thatit would be best to leave 
these tithes to be adjudicated by the proper tribu- 
nals, and then those persons who had the best 
claims would get the land. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
LYON, HUBBARD, BUCHANAN, YOUNG, 
ROBINSON, and MORRIS, 

Mr. TIPTON observed that he believed it to 
be his duty to oppose all amendments to this bill 
at this stage of the business. 


iMportant one to the whole West. Thousands 


| were interested in it; and he would put the ques- 
| tion to western Senators, to those who were in 
favor of saving these linprovements to the indus- | 


trious settlers, whether it was not dangerous to 
make so important a movement at this stage of 
the proceedings? He was in favor of any restric- 
tions to prevent fiauds, but he felt it his duty to 
oppose 80 important an amendment at this late 
hour. 


Mr. HUBBARD asked if the Senator was not | 


aware that the Senate had passed a bill carrying | 


out this very principle, and that it was now pend- 


ing in the other House; and if they did notadopt 


this amendment the passage of that bill by the 
House would have no effect. If the treaty had 
been ratified the certificates issued by the land 
office would have been valid; and under these cer- 


tificates individuals had improved their tracts and | 


built upon them—not knowing, until lately, that 
any decision had been made against them. Now 
whose fault was this? Not the innocent purchaser 
to be sure. 
in keeping off further amendments the bill that 
had passed here, and to which he had referred, 
would beadead letter; and those individuals who 
have been at the trouble and expense of improv- 
ing the tracts held by them under these certifi- 
cates would suffer atotal loss. He was perfeetly 
willing to adopt such an amendment as would 
leave all the conflicting claims unsettled, 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut observed that if 
these persons who originally entered this land 


did so under the honest belief that they could en- | 


ter it legally Congress was bound in justice to 
confirm their claims, They had acted fairly and 
honestly; and those persons who from subse- 
quent knowledge availed themselves of the defect 
in their titles to oust them from their possessions 
had no just claims whatever. 
firmed the claims of these last mentioned persons 
they would be confirming fraud instead of pre- 
venting it. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that the amendment 
would cut off the first settler instead of the spec- 
ulator. ‘The first settler being in possession of 
the land, the speculator comes and laysa floaton 


it,and the legality of this float has been contested | 


ever since the General Land Office having decided 
against it. ‘The Senator from Connecticut, there- 
fore, in voting for this amendment would vote to 
oust the original settler for the benefit of the spec- 
ulator. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PRENTISS 
and BAYARD, 

Mr. LYON, at the suggestion of Mr. Bayar, 


The bill was an | 


Ifthe Senator from Indiana succeeded | 


If Congress con- | 





withdrew his amendment, and moved to recon- | 


sider the vote on Mr. Youne’s amendment of 
yesterday, inserting the words ** by the United 
Suites’? after the word ‘*selected,’’ in the thir- 
teenth line of the amendment; and the reconsid- 
eration having been ordered, 


"Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, observed that he did | 


not wish to prolong this discussion, and that all 
he wished to say was that he was candid imthe 


| wvowal made by him in the beginning—that he 





did not wish to favor the speculators at all; and, 


therefore, he had no obj cuion to the amendment | 


j 
i 


} 
1} 


league was mistaken. 











amended 
by the House, and the slightamendment made at 


the instance of the Senator from Tennessee, and 
that it would not be embarrassed by the conflict- 
ing claims of speculators, 

After some remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, 
PRENTISS, and CLAY of Alabama, 

Mr. KING said that before the vote was taken 
on this question, he wished to inquire of his friend 
from Llimois [Mr. Youne] whether the individ- 
uals who settled on the lauds in the first instance 
had made application to be allowed their preémp- 
tions under the existing laws and had been re- 
fused. If that had been the case, and they had 
not got their preémptions under the existing laws, 
this amendment of the House cuts them off. Any 
individual who had settled on a quarter section, 
and who had not got his preémption in conse- 
quence of the lands not being surveyed,and had 
laid it out into town lots, would not get his pre- 
emption if this law passed, under this or any 
former preémption law. ‘The best way for the 
Senator from Illinois to come at his object was 


| to withdraw his amendment and offer another, 


applying to allotments made by citizens and not 
by the Government, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that his colleague 
was mistaken in one point. He went on the as- 
sumption that this bill, if passed, would cut off 
those entitled to preémptions under the old laws. 
Now this was not so, They could not passa law 
to divest the interests acquired under the previous 
laws. As regarded lands that had not been sur- 
veyed, the only limitation was as to the time fixed 
by the President’s proclamation for sale. Under 
the opinion of the Attorney General the rights of 


| a settler on unsurveyed land to his preémption 


took effect as soon as the survey was made. The 
individual’s right never became extinct until the 
day arrived which was fixed on by the proclama- 
tion of the President for the sale. He did not be- 
lieve the inconvenience existed that was imag- 
ined by the Senator from Illinois, and he there- 
fore hoped that no amendment would be made 
to embarrass the bill at this stage of its proceed- 
ing, and that it would be passed as it came from 
the House. 

Mr. K1NGsaid that he had asked the question 
whether the individuals had made application for 
their preémptions under the existing laws; and 
stated that, if they had not, they would not be en- 
titled if this bill passed. He was sull of that 
opinion, and the opinion of the Attorney General 
was with him. Unless the claimant filed his evi- 
dence previous to the expiration of the law he is 
not entitled, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, still thought his col- 
There was no limitation 
in the law other than that he had mentioned. 

Mr. YOUNG then, with the consentof the Sen- 
ate, withdrew hisamendment, and moved to strike 
out the following words in the amendment of the 
House, being from the twelfth to the sixteenth 
lines, ‘for to any portions of the public lands, 
surveyed or otherwise, which have been actually 
selected as sites for clijes or towns, lotted into 
smaller quantities than Sighey acres, and settled 
upon, and occupied for the purposes of trade and 
not of agricaltural cultivation and improvement,’”’ 

On taking the question this amendment was 
rejected—yeas 1], nays 26; as follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Grundy, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Roane, Robinson, 
Wall, White, and Young—11. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allan, Bayard, Benton, 
Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Knight, Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, ‘Lipton, Williams, and 
W right—26. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, stated that the effect 
of one of the amendments of the other House, 
which had not been noticed by Senators, was to 
subject to the provisions of this bill certain lands 
which had hitherto been always reserved from 
preémption. ‘These were lands which it was sup- 
posed might be covered by valid French or Span- 
ish claims; much of which, being near populeus 


' settlements, had now become very valuable. Mr. 


C. especially specified lands of this class in the 


of the House of Representatives excluding town || vietnity of St. Louis which, he said, would sell 
sites from the operations of the bill. He now ! at once for ten dollars per acre. Mr. C., in con- 
| 











clusion, moved to disagree to this amendment 
of the House. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, remarked that this 
clause was intended to apply to lands that had 
been reserved from sale on the false suspicion 


that they were included in French and Spanish | 


| 
! 


grants; and the honest individuals who were set- | 


tled on them would have been entitled to pre- 
i r 16 1 am 

emptions under acts of 1833 and 1834, and were 

now entitled. 


We are only giving to these per- | 


sons, (said Mr. C.,) by the amendment, the same | 


rights they would have acquired but forthe false 
suspicion that the tracts settled by them were 
covered by French and Spanish grants. It was 
very questionable with him whether these indi- 
viduals were not already entitled, whether the 
amendment was adopted or not, because they 
were settlers on the public lands; and the pre- 
emption laws embraced all the public lands. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Cray, of Kentucky; and it was carried—yeas 
24, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, | 


King, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, White, and 
W illiams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Trotter, 
Wright, and Young—19. 


The question was then on concurring with the || 
amendments of the House as amended, and it was | 


decided in the affirmative—yeas 42, amys 2; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 


Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of | 


Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
toane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Trotter, Wall, White, Williams, and 
W right—42. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Robinson and Young—2. 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, June 20, 1838. 

As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, asked Mr. 
Apvams (who wasentitled to the floor) to yield to 
him for a moment to make a motion, to which 
Mr. A. assenting, and unanimous leave being 
granted by the House, 

Mr. F. said he wished to call the attention of 
the House to the bill reported by him from the 








| 


On motion of Mr. BOON, the House took up | 
the Senate amendment to the third amendment 


of the House to the preémption right bill, which 
relates to the Spanish grants, 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, said he would 
not jeopardize the bill by insisting on the House 
amendment, though he could not help adverting 
to the parti lity of excluding the class of settlers 


) embraced in that provision, and he would avail 


himself of this occasion to say that he would take 


}an early opportunity of bringing it before the 


|} House. 


The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY, | 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 


again went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the bill to provide for the 


collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse-" | 


ment of the public revenue. | 


The question was on the motion of Mr. Gar- |) 


LAND, of Virginia, to strike therefrom the enact- 


_ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


. 


ing clause, and that gentleman being entitled to || 


the floor gave way, at his solicitation, to 

Mr. BRONSON, who, on leave, laid on the | 
table the following amendment he proposed to 
submit when in order: 

Suike out all of the twentieth section, and ip- 
sert in lieu thereof, as follows: 

Sec. 20. And beit further enacted, That from and 


after the passage of this act the operation of the 


|, following parts of acts or provisions of law now 


in force shall be, and the same are hereby, sus- 
pended for the space of two years, to wit, so much 
of the act of June 23, 1836, entitled ** Anact to 
regulate the deposits of the public money,’’ as 
provides that the notes or bills of any bank which 
has, since the 4th July, 1836, issued any note 
or bill of a less denomination than five dollars, 
shall not be received in payment of any debtdue 
to the United Siates; and so much of the act en- 


| titled ** An act making appropriations for the pay- 
|; ment of revolutionary and ether pensioners of 


the United States for the year 1836,” passed 14th 
April, 1836, as provides that no bank note of a 


| less denomination than twenty dollars shall be 
| offered in payment in any case whatsoever in 


Committee on Patents, in addition to ‘an act to | 


promote the useful afts.’? It was a public bill of 


considerable importance to the facility of the busi- 
ness of the Patent Office, though it only involved 
afew hundred dollars of expense. Its considera- 
tion would not oceupy more than half an hour, 
and he would move to make it the order for Fri- 
day next, after tne morning business was dis- 
posed of, for the space of half an hour only. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, objecting, the 
motion was propounded, but was disagreed to— 
two thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMER, on leave, presented a petition 
from an individual who had been brought to this 
city from northwest Ohio by the officers of Gov- 
ernment to stify in a late case, setting forth that 
the officers of the Government declined to pay 
him, on the alleged reasom of a want of power, 
and that he was now here without the means of 
returning home. The petition was,on Mr. H.’s 
motion, referred to the Committee on Claims. 


TEXAS. 


Mr. ADAMS resumed his remarks on the re- | 


port of the Committee on Foreign Affairs on the 





subject of the annexation of ‘l'exas, tie ques- | 


tion pending being on the motion to recommit, 
with instructions, by Mr. Cusnine and Mr. 
Tuompson, as heretofore printed. Mr. A. had 


not concluded when the orders of the day were 
called for. 


which money is to be paid by the United States 
or the Post Office Department, 

Mr. GARLAND then proceeded and addressed | 
the committee at great length in opposition to the 
principle of the proposed measure and in sup- 
port of the State bank system. He first replied 
to Mr. CamBRELENG and questioned the conclu- 
sions to which the gentleman had arrived, es- 
pecially that wherein he had affirmed that, while | 
the Independent Treasury system was in full | 
force the prosperity of the country was fast re- 
turning to its wonted condition. Mr. G. then 
wenton to reply to Mr. Pickens, and asserted 


|| that that gentleman had made a false issue. ‘The | 


contest was not between the banks and the peo- 
ple, but between the Government and the banks, 


| the former being in the situation of the wolf in 


| the fable, which, being up the stream, quarreled | 
| with the lamb which was below for muddying | 


the water: the banks were in the situation of the || 


lamb. 
Mr. G. then went into a variety of statements 


| and statistical details in support of the positions 
j assumed by him, and expatiated at great length | 


upon the evils that he felt would accrue from the | 
adoption of the divorce scheme, which, he con- 
tended, would be the perpetuation of a connec- | 


| tion far more dangerous than had ever grown out | 


of that of Government with the banks. 
The House then took its daily recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

The House met, according to order, at half 


past three o’clock, and went into committee upon || 


the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE went into an argumentat || 


length in favor of the principles of the vill. He 
urged the impropriety of being governed by pre- 
cedent and usage against the light of experience, | 
and in opposition to new convictions of truth and 
duty. He then went into an extended examina- 
tion of the principles of taxation and expend- 


‘national revenue, 
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of able political economists upon the general sub- 
jects of collecting, keeping, and disbursing the 
The different arguments upon 
these topies were brought to bear favorably upon 
the principles of the bill, and were supported by 
quotations from the most correct authorities upon 
subjects of financtal measures. 

Mr. S.S. PRENTISS then took the floor and 
suggested that he desired to address the commit- 
tee. He said if the committee desired to rise he 
would postnone his remarks till to-morrow, but 
he was willing to go on, in part, then, 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee 
which motion was decided in the negative—yeas 
62, nays 65 

Mr. PRENTISS then proceeded to offer some 
remarks in opposition to the bill; when, after 
continuing some time, he gave way to 

Mr. WISE, who again moved that the com- 
mittee rise; which motion prevailed. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 


ems 
rise, 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the }ith instant, 
reports from the Secretary of State, ‘Treasury, and 
War, and the documents referred to by them re- 
spectively. It will be seen that the outrages com- 
mitted on the steamboat Sir Robert Peel, under 
the British flag, within the waters of the United 
States, and upon the steamboat ‘Velegraph, under 
the American flag, at Rockville, in Upper Canada, 
have not been followed by any demand of either 
Governmenton the other tor redress. These acts 
have been so far treated on each side as criminal 
offenses, committed within the jurisdiction of tri- 
bunals competent to inquire into the facts, and to 


punish the persons concerned in them.  Lnvesti- 


| gations have been made, some of the individuals 
| inculpated have been arrested, and prosecutions 


are in progress, the result of which cannot be 
doubted. The excited state of public feeling on 
the borders of Canada, on both sides of the line, 
has occasioned the most painful anxiety to this 
Government. Every effort bus been,and will be, 
made to prevent the success of the design appar- 
ently formed, and in eourse of execution by Can- 
adians who have found a refuge within our terri- 
tory, aided by a few reckless persons of our own 
country, to involve the nation in a war with a 
neighboring and friendly Power. Such design 
cannot succeed while the two Governments ap- 
preciate, and confidently rely upon the good faith 
ofeach other in the performance of their respective 
duties. With a» fixed determination to use all the 
means in my power to put aspeedy and satisfac- 
tory termination to these border troubles, | have 
the most confident assurances of the cordial codp- 
eration of the British authorities at home and im 
the North American possessions, in the accom- 
plishment of a purpose sosincerely and earnestly 
desired by the Governments and people, both of 
the United States and Great Britain. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuinecrton, June 20, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the message and 
accompanying reports were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. HAMER, by general consent, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims inquire into the expediency of allowing 
Richard F. Barrettto perfect by purchase his claim 
to fractional section four,in township four north, 
of range nine, west of the fourth principal merid- 
ian, in the State of 

On motion of Mr. GRE 

The House adjourned. 





NNELL, 





IN SENATE, 
Wepwnespay,; June 20, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 
from the citizens of Piiladelphia and Philadel- 
phia county, all praying for the immediate pas- 
sage of the Independent Treasury bill, ard re- 
monstrating against the establishment of a Bank 
of the United States: laid on the table. 


iture, and reviewed with great force the opinions || Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Jacob 
} 
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Peck and others, praying an alteration in the time | 


of holding the terms of the circuit courts of the 


United Siates for the eighth district of Tennessee: | 


referred to the Commitee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. KING presented documents relating to the 





| be equal. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





some length. He thought its action would not 
He wished legislation to be on one 
broad, general, and uniform principle, not partial 
in its operation, He was opposed to the amend- 


| ment for that reason, and he was also opposed to 


petiuon of Samuel H. Thorpson; which were | 


referred to the Cominittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of sundry commanders of steamboats and others 
engaged in the navigation between the cities of 
New Orleans and Mobile, asking the establish- 
mentoft lght-houses and light-boats on Dauphin 
Island, and other points, to render the navigation 
between those cities more safe; referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
settlement of the accounts of William Bo Stokes, 
surviving partner of Stockton & Stokes, and sur- 
Viving partner of J N.C. Stockton, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed, 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 


and Canals, reported the bill from the House | 


making appropriatiogs for certain roads in the 

Territory of Wisconsin, with amendments, and 
~ 

gave notice that he would, on Friday next, ask 

to consider the same, 


Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Horatio N. Crabb, 
of the Marine corps; which was concurred in, 
Mr. R. fromthe same committee, also reported 
the bill from the House of Representatives for 
the reliefof Elizabeth Champney, without amend- 
ment; Dut vave notice that when it came up he 
should move for is indefinite postponement, 
Mr. BEN'TON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affaires, reported the bill from the House of 
Representatives authorizing the Secretary of War 


to purchase a sile for a magazine in the District || 


of Columbia, and a keeper’s house, without 
amendment, 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported the bill from the House of 
Representatives tor the relief of Gratia Ray, with- 
outamendment, and recommended its passage, 

Mr. MOUTON moved that the bills relating to 
yrivate and public land claims be considered on 
Foider many of which, he said, it was right 
should be acted on at once, 


Mr. KNIGHT did not know what there was | 
in these bills to entitle them to preference. Why | 


not let them take their places on the Calendar? 
Mr. MOU'TON said he would not have asked 
to have taken them up were he not convinced 


that they would not consume the time of the Sen- | 


ate. ‘The most of them were very plain cases, 
not involving any principle likely to lead to dis- 
cussion; but at the same Ume were highly inter- 
esting to a large portion of the community, 


Mr. BENTON would inform the Senate that | 
it was nota private bill which the Senator from | 


Louisiana asked to be considered on Friday, but 
u whole class of bills, some of which had been 
before the country for the last thirty-four years 
in one shape or other; and he desired to have 
them taken up on that day. 

Mr. TIPLON expressed his unwillingness to 
Oppose the motion; but if Senators were to be 
indulged in taking bills out of the regular order 
they would all be held to claim precedence. He 
was opposed to this mode of proceeding, unless 
for some very special reason. 


Mr. NORVELL expressed his wish that the 


Senator from Louisiana should be gratified in | 


having these bills taken up on the day named, 

The question was then taken and agreed to. 

The bill relating to the orphan’s court of the 
county of Alexandria, in the District of Colum- 
bia, was read a third ume, and passed. 

Mr. GRUNDY said there wasa bill laid on the 
table yesterday, at the suggestion of the Senator 
from Kentucky, in relation to the abolishment of 
imprisonment tor debt lu certain cases, 
expressed himself as favorable to the bill, and 
said that if it were to be pussed this session it 
could not be acted on too speedily; and he there- 
fure moved to take itup. 

The question was on the amendment, namely, 
making the matter correspond with those States 
where the satd aboliuon of imprisonment had in 
whole or im part been abolished. 


Mr. PRESTON opposed the amendment at | 


the whole principle of the bill. He thought we 





| 








lieved, were extended to the precincts of the whole 
city. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said he alladed to those 


| citizens who, when traveling to the city of New 


were getting wise and humane beyond the expe- || 
| rience of the age; and if such a bill were passed 


it would be doing a manifest injury to the ered- | 


itor, He desired gentlemen to look to the conse- 
quences likely to flow from such a system, and 
pause before they lent ittheirsanction, He would 
not give his vote for any bill advocating such a 
measure, and more especially one with such an 
amendment, 

Mr. TALLMADGE would not go into a dis- 
cussion of the general merits of this bill, The time 
of the Senate was too precious at this juncture 
to be taken up with protracted diseussions of 


P subjects on which the mind of every Senator was 


| through a process of the United States cburts, | 
when the State of New York herself had abol- | 


| cases of twenty-three citizens, incarcerated in the | 
prison of New York, who were among strangers | 


| for the case of insolvents. 


He would ask the Senator from South 
Carolina if he was prepared to say that citizens 
traveling from different parts of the United States 
to that commercial emporium, New York, should 
be arrested and imprisoned for debt, as felons, 


made up. 


ished the whole odious system? Yes, (said Mr. 
'T.,) the grand jury has already presented the 


and unable to procure bail. 


Mr. BAYARD felt disposed to vote against the 


bill, because he conceived it useless legislation. 
The laws of the United States already provided 


If a man bad prop- | 


York, had been arrested on mesne process, and, 
being strangers, were alike unable to give bail 
for their appearance or for the privilege of the 
bounds, and were consequently shut up in close 
confinem@nt as felons were. ° 

The question was. taken on the amendment, 


' and it was adopted, 


The bill was furtheramended at the suggestion 


| of Mr. PRENTISS, when 


Lerty, he had to surrender that property; or, if he | 


| were without property, all he had to do was to | 


present himself to the district judge, make oath || 


of his inability in proper form, and the judge 
would grant him a certificate of discharge. 

He took it for granted that no Senator would 
be willing to confine a man who was unable to 


| pay his debts—shut him up in prison until he 








Mr. G. | 


was able. But if the law were dispensed with, 
the worst consequences would follow, and innu- 
merable frauds take place under its provisions, 


There were species of property which could not | 
be reached in any other way than by reteining | 


the laws of imprisonment for debt. A man might 


have ten times the amount he owed in his pocket | 
It was necessary to | 
compel some persons to be honest, or, at least, to | 


and laugh at his creditors. 


guard the honest creditor from fraud. 


Mr. NORVELL said that the thanks of the 


| country were due to the Senator from New York 


[Mr. TatumapnGe] for bringing forward this bill; 
and he only regretted that the measure did not 
precede instead of follow State legislation upon 
this important subject. He was sorry that it did 
notextend to States in which imprisonment for 


debt had not been abolished as well as to States | 
The principle of impris- | 


which had abolished it. 
onment for debt was a remnant of barbarism, un- 
worthy of the country and of the age. It ought 
not, for one moment, to be suffered to dishonor 
our statute-books. It had been said that the bill 
would give rise to frauds. 


the amount of fraud in that State? 
diminished it? 
lected; was not the whole business of the State 
ina better condition; had not a more nice sense 
of honor been introduced into the transactions 
between man and man since Kentucky had erased 


from her code the barbarous principle in question | 
Sir, it had been | 


than had been the case before? 
properly said bya friend to his right [Mr. Nicu- 
OLAS] that the abolition of imprisonment had 
reduced the circle of debt. It had done so, and 
the results had been beneficial to the people, and 
to the prosperity of the State. 
the bill would pass, and thatits provisions would 


Sir, had the abolition | 
of imprisonment for debt in Kentucky increased | 
Had it not | 
Were not debts more easily col- || 


He trusted that | 





Mr. SEVIER asked for the yeas and nays on 
its engrosament;” when there appeared for the 
measure 36, against it 4; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Ful- 
ton, Grandy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
MeKean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roboins, Rob- 
inson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Wall, White, Williams, and 
Wright—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Preston, 
and Roane—4. 

On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
insiructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding for the temporary landing and warehous- 
ing of the cargoes of such vessels as may enter 
the ports of the United States after having been 
warned off the coast of Mexico by the blockad- 
ing squadroa, 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Springfield, Sumpter county,in the State of Ala- 
bama,to Benevola, Bowman’s Mills, Carrollton, 
and Yorkville, to Columbus, in the State of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr. GRUNDY introduced a resolution, which 
lies over one day, in relation to changing the hour 
of meeting of the Senate to eleven o’clock. 


NORTITEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Wixiiams’s motion for leave to bring in a bill to 
provide for the survey and determination of the 
northeastern boundary of the United States ac- 
cording to the treaty of 1783. 

The debate on this subject was continued b 
Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, BUCHANAN, 
DAVIS, WRIGHT, CALHOUN, and RIVES. 

Leave was granted,and the bill was introduced 
and read twice. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that, considering the 
importance of the question to Maine, and that her 
Senators and Representatives were requested by 
her Legislature to urge the passage of the bill 
which had then been read, he feltitto be hisduty 
to move its reference toa select committee. Mr. 
W. did this without intending the least disrespect 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, to which 
the Senator from New York had proposed the 
reference, and to which, under otther circum- 


|| stances, there would be an obvious propriety 


| would move its indefinite postporeiment, 


soon be rendered universal by the legislation of | 


the American Congress. 

Mr. BAYARD said, in reply, he was not advo- 
cating imprisonment for debt as a punishment; 
that, be admitted, would be a relic of barbarism; 
but asa means of securing the honest creditor 
from the fraudulent debtor. 


| New York had said that persons were imprisoned 


as felons; that, he apprehended, could not be the 
case; the prison bounds of New York, he be- 


Tie Senator from | 


| 


in committing the bill. But it could not have 
escaped the notice of the Senate that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, in 
the course of the debate, had stated his opinion 
that if the bill should go to that committee it 
would probably keep mt without makinga report, 
or report it back to the Senate witl? notice that, 
when it should come up for consideration, he 
With 
this frank avowal of the sentiments of the chair- 
man of that committee, it would be a dereliction 
of duty on his partto consent that the bill should 


| go to a committee from which there was no pros- 


pect of a favorable report; and, for this cause, he 
moved the reference of the bill to a select com- 
mittee, , 

Mr. DAVIS advocated its referenee to a special 
committee, on the ground that the chairman and 
another most prominent member of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations bad already declared them- 
selves hostile to the bill, and that both courtesy and 
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